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XN the fioilowmg observatiofis upon 
the sUbjwt 'ttf'ElGlET^ 'RE^ADINC I 4hall 
not extend iay vtew Tltd works • Which 
nig^t^ receive that* ttt)e' from $«^^per* 
sons as Avisfotley iJo^i or Newton \ 
but, ixc^utHing ' friEltii my d^iiition of 
light Ik^rsiture,^ all^folio^^ quartos/ and 
crown-6cta?os of voysiges,' travels, tftitts 

B 
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dl divinity^ politics, metaphysics, &c., 
shttll endeavour to call the attention of 
the reader to some nemarks on a few of 
the various consequences which may be 

 r • 

supposed i;o« strise from th^ perui^ of 
TiQveb, romances, and poems' of a partis 
cular class : in other words, to the ordi- 
nary CMil6ol!$ of ft cifmilittfic} litoary. ), 
Vtnitjr Tiiift^Ay yromyts nd to be* 
ii^e ihat this wqt liUH^ V4rf«ime has itftM 
aon^e ioiMam iif n place in ooe^of thMe 
fe^pmiMt'\e^$ 9«4 therafore a d)ftpce.^ 
i^ing fMOil. i^peady, m«tbmbi, I sw. it 
take \b^ pwt in a s|:y*bki9 or. roaci-co*- 
louriod cwerinxi upon ^ ctimfter or in 



fh^ -window; and that thk Atsi atid^ini- 
fi^rtatit. difficulty being soriMWitelj 
eyery thittg elsc> eofinected wH& htf f^ 
piitatton> will follow of course. 

It will receive condeteiiathm or 
pr»ise^t mlUters not wbiob-'from tkd 
reviewera; ^be taraed over, tfarowtt 
down^ taken up a^ain^ Cttt open^ rett^ 
and returned, to the shop wilb ^ astoal 
aod.flattefingmafksof iiavHig seen ser- 
vitei iriz^ a leaf or two titfn ont^ 
acmtcfaes of ptns^ scfH^ings of tiniimb* 
taikyAvd dit«rs marginal itlttstratsons^ 
exerated by means of a €roir-qvill> or 
a blaek-fead pencih 

Bfi 



But if, contrary to these suggestions 
of a vain hearty it should be the lot <^ 
my book to take rank amongst the chatta 
i^spta s to lie in cold obstruction on the 
highest . shdf, and constitute a sort of 
fee^simple to the first spider that gets 
possession of it, I mu^t console myself 
with, the refljpction of having tried to 
rn^rit a happier fate. 

. .Before I examine the effects of wbieh 

^he light reading alluded to may be 

thought productive, I shall arrange the 

different orders of works of fancy under 

their proper heads. 

. Thus^ tp borrow a phrase frcitii the^ 



system of the natoraliBt, the word itovel 
is a generical term ^ of which toinknteB^ 
histories^ memoirs^ letters^ talfes^^ ' liV^d/ 
and adventures^ are the species. . And 
these again have their appropriate ch»-' 
racters; and are either merry, moumfal/ 
or of a mixed kind. 

Of these, all, except the romance, 
profess to be resemblances of truth: 
that is. to say, representations of man^ 
ners and perisons actually living, or who ' 
have lived on this our planet. , And their 
object, when they • happen to have 
one, is, or should be, to teach lis, by 
virtuous and vicious examples, what 



we ought to follovir^ and what* to 
mfotd. 

With regard to such produ^ions as 
are termed romances^ it can hardly be 
expected that i should do more than 
their authors, and discover a design of 
instructing the reader where no such 
design is to be found: of thete tViily 
eaoniious performances, therefore, I 
shall say little or nothing ;^buft proceed 
to consider the nature of tb^ nov^ti pro- 
perly so called : . wishing it, ' however, 
to be understood that there are some 
YoTuaies passing under that name which 
are in moisl points uneMceptiorialble; 



The mrHer and the reaifier df im or^' 
diMkiy tt^f^l 9Mtt to ftave entemf iiita^ 
mtttua) agteenient as tar tire (|uafit}r of 
the in^T^iefrti used ki^ itsf coinp^edtti0r^: 
the cWef of wlitch is», « dt^I«y of tl!re 
pasBian of U>ve, ihH! onty m all its tA^ 
ri«tres aad all its viralence; but iret ^rtfr 
wi«h a strength of eotoiuring tttthtr mott 
Iha^ natorak 

Both pattfes appjear to hate adopteit 

* for th«ir motto, an* iit a litexal senile— 

emnia vinvii Amor: attd! irot Cortfltlttr^ 

ifhetriaitiph^ of *l*w potem deify to ilie 
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fauman h^art;^ which is^hy jC9QTtesji»f^p- 
posed his lawful field c^battky have ex-^ 
tended his power to the banian head 
also; and decency, reason, and gram-- 
matical accuracy; fall un}anieiited be* 
fore him. The author of the novel f^ek 
no compunction^ nor his reader any d is- 
gust} the former acquires money, and- 
the latter finds amusement: and so far 
there is not any great mischief done.. 
Nor> indeed, if matters ri^sted thefp, 
should 1 think it necessary, to lenlarg^ ^ 
further upon this topic : for had novels ^ 

» • * 

produced nothii^g in civilised life exc^pti? ^ 
a dinner to the writer, apd a ht^tfnUs^?: 
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ess^imtfor killihg time to the reader^ 

though I might have join0d with the: 

' . - » 
one in Baughiog at the other, 1 shoiiM 

have done no more. But, conictduis as' 

* 

•i 

I am that hooks of the kind have a vast 
influence on the morals and manners of 
society, and an influence the most per- 
nicious, I consider it my duty as a good 
<iiti2en openly to assert the fact, and to 
use niy best endeavours to prove it 

This part of my design cannot, per- 
haps, be more efiectually executed than 
by giving a general descri{rti0n of those 
persons by whom novels are usually 
reads- followed by a conjecture of some 
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of lAie coueqaenccB lilcdjt toiarw^Aosr 
snch itbditB^iJori by ia :>pariBCula£\exa- 
ikMHiittoii of two' of tknee of , tie mMt 
estaUisbdk works of ibis snort'; which I 
sMH itmw to* Miect widi Kfarence ta 
tbecr speoiflo dkotraetetB and eom^ 
plmioMi soidt amalyBe as the grand and 
okssic ^rigfmk^ til^non many fhoa* 
sands of' am mlepior degree ha?6 been 
modelied^ 

Nwek caar be leoked an only « as 
maaiis of rnxumnai refancatMH to the 
Tcry Jiigh and tbe r^vf hw : to tbe'peer- 
ees^arad herhacBeioaid ; the senator aiwii 
bis graom. ,Om lbe5<^y them eHect, if 
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^ 

4JMy pTodiiM aa!]r> »aii:be:bttk Innient 
Audi fallHig Uodtir tbe «ye •£ the €»- 
(ligbteiidl man of letters, of ef^edi^ 
creet and decorous mother .^f a feanly, 
•Alley are pemaed niA aipatbj^ iertkiown 
aside widi coDteaqit. If thie liibcaries 
«xpres^y supported by the circulation 
«€ novels^ eottld« number otily such 
amougst their subscribersi their pro- 
prietors vrould suffer « greaier lass than 

the nation. •" 

« 

But the profits of these persons flow 

ft^om a more prolific source ; and while 

they cah r A?koH With confidence on 

 haviVig the YOUTH- of both s^xes*, and of 



the middle ranks of the state, in ibiir 
books, there .is an equal certainty of 
gain to them, and of morai injury to 
their readers. 

. The sons and. daughters of the gen- 
tleman and the tradesman, who are, as it 
were, the very life-blood of the realm^^ 
become the principal victims of this idle 
literature; which is so universally dif- 
fused, so easy of access, and of so insidi* 
ous a nature, as neady to preclude the 
possibility of safety* 

There is scarcely a street of the me-^ 
tropolis, .pr a village in the country, in 
which a circulating library may not be 



•  '• 
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feiwd r nor 19 thet^tn corner of ^e em- 
pire^ where the Eoglish ' langnarge is un- 
derstood, that has not suffered from the 
effects of this mstitution. 

When the female stains the &ge of 
seventeen or eighteen, and who is not 
born to the possession- of an ample for- 
tune, but destined to move in a mode- 
rate sphere j when her looking-glass 
and her partner at the assenibly have 
told her that she: is a beauty; and when 
the fairy-tales have lost their 2est, the i 
novel is-at hand. The fair student sees 
her own picture, in the charming and - 
sorrowful heroine j and very ' naturally ' 



u 

I 

tmi> m iMr>wtt is kkhet poweri tdhiMH-i 

tuteiWhfttifllie/Hclmites/: .. c 

is T only ridicQloiis^. and manifested bQ;» 
gentle sytoftotM: socfa as a:prcMiigions 
txpeoAkUue of tegrs and miMlia, vritingt 
kiOels on. green iBXiAjeli&w papei^ fits el 
sfplcen, the compositioi^ «f raiaaetciy and 
8D in? incible antipatlQr to rueful 4»ookr^ 
SliMtlyv afiter» the disease pats on^a jxiessa 
fecfiiidaUe appeanittca : the 'young lady 
(whom we may suppoae the 'daughter of 
ft plam oMintry psarsoDi, >a ssirfwtMtial 
former,, an. emiaent.shoprkeepee^ or ad 
oflker.on hai^pay) veatores.to wear 
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aJiltk iw<|r, and to <3pDeettttate tlif * 
C3y$ of l^er a&ctkms upoo MmMt jAnti^ 
fill. fs%utre^'ens«f^9 of iMrchMlV «p» 
prentices siivbose ottraetiiHis '^are cofm* 
piisedim a.jmir of wiiite honds/a pcm 
tion of skill, is dancing, and tbe Ghris^ 
iiai^Baioe><)f €iiarIes>.or HcBTf^ 

NcMT > k 4s that the :poktin .begins to 
W4Mrk$»aiid several destimes await the 
lady i fiome o$ wUchr ske raiist chOMe j 
and the least formidable oi them is iwt 
to be^enified ! ^ 

liCt am imagine thaty contrary, to 
probability^ she escapei infiaony, desert 
t;igm, aiod delpiflr; aod^ like anotber 



Lydiai Languish, live3 to be called spin* 
ster injchuf*eky and to become hommrably 
a mother : and then see what has been 
her preparation for this momentous 
calling, and what is likely to be th^ 
consequence. » - 

For two if Mhrce yeats previous to 
mairiage, she has • tnW^d ainidst ima- 
ginary circles of heroes, nobility, and 
even of angels ^N in an Ideal Elysium i 
Where she has breathed none tut vernal 
airs, and dwelt only in groves of immor* 
tal foliage ^ where* all her nights glisten- 
ed with moon-light, and all her dttyj 
were sunny.; where she has cotivers€«t 
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with personages who, instead of reseni- 
bling the inhabitants of this world, re* 
senible nothing, except the silly fancies 
of the foolish or vicious authors of the 
novels she has been reading ; and whp 
sometimes know as little of the realities 
of life as she does ; or knowing, design- 
edly conceal or misrepresent them. 

It is, therefore, not wonderful that 
she should believe intrigue to be natu- 
ral, falsehood and ^lial disobedience ve- 
nial, and the passion of love absolutely 
invincible..; that a consumption is inte- 
riesting ; and a fever^ not a misfortune, 
but a blessing, as the bestower of en- 
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Umgiu>r s and fthat youih, and U$ conccH 
mltonfes €(f ; bfoominf ohie&ksj ambiurn 
rit^Uj pcof ]y teeth, and odorii'enoiKs 
bneath, are p€^rf>etuities, not only to 
iier <but to her fevouFed ridwr ; »4io ifi^ 
like herself, an assemblage of ,perfec- 
ijons. He, we must ^iippose, in hi$ 
turn, lias received simitar impressions 
i>y aimilar nieans; and having <arriv€4 
at the experieaced and s^gftcious .^^e cif 
4me or two ^uid twenty (when by the 
laws be is styled a man, though in truth 
at that period iline out of ten ^r^ suck- 
lings as to knowledge of the worl^), 
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Itiakies formial pwpoisS&i and tliese two 
wifieabres are iimted by the inctissstitt* 



\ • ' 



b]e tie of «iaiTiage» wiihoQt ^Skxince, 
without eradiiioOy wHtioi^ a cspabilUj: 

4 ' * 

of Jookmg into the fiiiiire» ivHthoist 

V 

, - • r  - * 

ki^oiviag the ehar^erB and tempera id 
each Other, witfaoul; one oorreqt i^otton 

of the impof fiBBt 9tep they are taktngjl 

» '  . • * 

or of Bfny other important etep: in 

short, without a single rational ihdace'* 

 * • 
meht, and inspired solely by tncliqations 

1. * . , .  '. " * * -^ , ' , ' . ' . • 

€fMige»ial io the y<rang of opposite 

seizes; and these inciihalions exaspe* 

rated iiito frenzy by the perusal ^ 

novels* 

C 2 
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Without thisMatter circumstance, 
such a marriage (as society is consti* 
tuted in these nations) is the parent of 
mubh public and private calamity. But 
the 'evil is gr^Iy magnified indeed, 
when the circnlating library has been 
the preparatory school: And I be- 
lieve. it wduld not. be difficult to show 
that its unthinking and immature fre- 
quenters are they who commonly form 
improper attachments, and enter into 
the matrimonial compact, the most se- 
rious of any, before they know the 
meaning of a legal or conscientious ob- 
ligation. 



. . For a.week^-or possibly a inontlf 
after GOEBin^nGiiig tW jsitate of ^wedlopky 
the {lafties^may contmue in their, mutual 
djec^eption ; but. thi& bedag* dissipated by 
intimacy, as it will mo^t. assuredly be; 
the faculty of discernment is restored to 
or acquired by both these, victims of de- 
lusiou. Each is surpru^ed pn discover- 
ing the other to be merely a mortaU re^ 
Giprocal accusations, .qf dissimulation 
arid per6dy ensue/ and are followed by 
dislike, and dislike. by detestation: their 
asperities of temp^raEe not softened by 
the iAiperious necessity ^of pros:iding for 
the wants of children^. )¥hom thev can 



n 

9ttiifcely ie«f» aoni (for cdbviou^ reMftns) 
€^Mt «dttoaW; A«d tiemn we hw^ tw^ 
dsrinities tramibriMd kite ttrd ftaidtf^ 
wild profa^te a race of soni dnd^da;agli- 
ttttH^oMMdj !ike tHemisel vm, ta suffer 
fiitiire mmer^r, and to iafiict it^ to M* 
citinbef) noetito serve, their iMUm: land f 

i. 

zaif imbibiiig the pareatai tajtte, to be« 
&nnfy not tke encouragert of tiBefal art» 
anil elegant $tud)tes, but of a tribe of illi^ 
HtiiAm ao4;. rapacious misereants, whe 
earii a iiveKho^ by ii)fti$i^ imnwrality 
add[. aib|fmr4^ th^ general mindi 

80^ aeenmnl^te not only ^ealtlir bat 
eelebrkliy, by wrHiQg Mttel») ^ 



We id ^clatiw with vW>?enfce (kl'sixclti^ k' 

sulijjed!, and tty attribtrte efvife scfikdVt6\ 

so trivial a ' canse. • * Thtere are 'itkersl* 

fco^ever, who will flrink diffSretltly bt 
this attemipt ; who will r^nMy ddkAt 

that I am authorised by abundant pr olro- 

eatioo^ and that it rs: hardly possi to to say 

$00 mocb m abose ctfdie pa^ti6alar's|»e^ 

eies of writings now nade? eobsidomtiltin/ 

y Th« is my ows unprejudiced ^pi-» 

niion^ ^t I should relinquish my taskj 

but I conceive myself pleading tike cause 

of my^c^omitry 5 and^ tbMtgbl devoutly 

wish it had fallen p>^ the ^hare of an 



abler advocate, shall proceed to fulfil 
I my original intention ; and briefly re- 
view some of the most admired and nofd- 
\ rious productions of the 6ctitious ktnd^ 

'■» 

f both of an old and recent date: and 

ft 
■/ 

\ perhaps not altogether . unsuccessfulVy« 
When the objectionable: features are 
collected into a group, their impurities 
and absurdities will . be . more striking 
than they can be while they lie scatters 
ed and designedly distributed amongst 
the nunierotts pc^is^ of Ahe works m 
which they are contained.}' : 

From the nature of this undertaking, 
I find myself compelled (and I regret 
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the . necessity) to retrace certain parts» 
and refer to certain passages^ in the an* 
thors whose labours are about to be 
discussed. But my motive will not, I 
trust, be mistaken. My strictures shall 
be such, that although they may stamp 
the characters of infamy and contempt 
on their object, and inspire the wise and 
good with a just abhorrence of folly and 
depravity, shall not offend the eye of 
purity, nor create any sentiment, except 
that of indignation or derision, in bosoms 
not already corrupt. 

Upon contemplating the mas^ of 
wickedness and fooleries pointed at, the 
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emcJtion of' astonfslitrieti* will, • 1 ttppte^ ^ 
hend^, h6 strdifgfy ekcited Id the tti intlii' 
of ihy reiiders. They wiir natuirany 
t^'Onder how^ It happetis that VlCBT hai 
been allowed thus to stray bt large, and 
to spread wide its deadly infectidtt, 
^ itntohipp'd of Jirstrcts'^ B.nd^ho, how at 
poHte and serious people hav^ been hi- 
therto cotrtent to endure-^not to say 

i 

admrre-^he grossest violations of the- 
code of urbanity! or how thisf people^ 
drstmgutshed by the appellation of sen- 
sible, amongst the natrons of Europe; 
should permit themselves to be amused, 
atid diverted from satuiary and reptrta- 



bt« ]IM»iiitt, ^y fMMrlKtiw nittr« gtalriflf 

The tender paf^MT tfnd ck>itseieMfid«lS' 
gis»^HlM will feel- sorjfSfiii^e^ not unmixed 
with scif-rdpmaob^ sit the refiectidti o^ 
hAmtg^ tbrbifgii enmiiiBl mattention> 
ooiNiiv^ at the periisial of some of thoi^ 
I Wdi^s^ which 1 shuR &^€feify: or who, 
through indoiefHpe |lot less: erimina]; 
bd.ve tieglfot^ to iofi$]i<r^ how all fhe 
hours of i^eit qfli^fxngi or. their pupils 
w*re pa^jwjl i and, : by ,|ifl: j^^iflfefejfic^ 



f 
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the work of moral aad useful instruct 
tion, to which the day may have been 
dedicated, to be demolished, like the. 
web of Penelope, by the mischievous oc- 
cupation of the night ! 

One of the best dramatic poets, ajoA 
brightest wits of England, in his comedy 
.of " The Rivals," has very happily ridi- 
culed the had effects of novel reading : 
many other distinguished satirists have 
done the same; and the perusal of cer- 
tain novels h^„ accordingly, been deem- 
ed ridiculous, or, it may be, worse than 
ridiculous; but is, nevertheless, not 
abandoned. The cause of this is, that 
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the sljr laugh:of the comic poet, and the 
cursory sneer* of. the reviewter, are in-* 
sufficient to effect their purposor 

Public decency demands a more 
grave and pointed exposure -of what 
may be termed the propensity of the 
times; by which' we of the present age, 
exclusive* of the immediate harm we do, 
and suffer^ are liable to be stigmatised 
by future generations, as the abettors of 
obscenity, scurrility^ and folly, as bad 
as any thing for which we ourselves 
condemn the licentious days of the se- 
: cond Charles. 

I say, with some confidence, that 



so 



»» _ u 



tmH U' l\kkiy to he the senl^nee passeit 
lipoid our tastes bj posteritj; beeaiue 
I hope that onr exisiencey jus ^a; natiany is 
not at an end ; and am sure that our 
6aiitiniianee wjU depend npon our 
growing ^wiser and better. 

The tim^, I trust, is to coaie, when 
the ]irirtu0us, the religious, the witty, and 
the learned, will wonder equadl^ at the 
pro(fligac3r and the weakness pf us thej^ 
forefathers; and will consign our novels 
to disst aiid daiitnesfir, as we have done by 
the- monstrous effusions of Bebn, and 
Etberidge, and Suckling; and 'when 
** Tom Jones," and *' Roderick Rah* 
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dpiPt" and Mr. Ciw*erf«id!svf* Henry/* 
apd'^Tbe Sorrows ctf Weitker^f aad 
'• Ano« St. Ivc?a,";aod libie mjrrttiis wfaicb 
leseo^l^ jtbe3€u will eHher. not he fiomod 
ft ^U <>^ i>oly HI :f he eabtnets of rthe cur 

riims and 'ibe retpr^h^tea ... 

« 

Haying reason to thidk that ^Mie <if 
the w^Urknown woi!ks to whiehthe.fhoTe, 
titles are prefixed will answer mr pnfr 
{rose as foUy as any others ; andas it is 
more or less the prevailing fashion to 
read^ anid qaote, and praise the first- 
named in |iarticular, viz« Mr. ¥iehling*J 
^' History of a Foundling," with it I 
£ht2l:begin. 
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There are few persons in these coun- 
tries, I. believe, of any age, sex, or con-^ 
dition, amongst those who can read, to 
whom the adventures of Tom Jones are 
not familiar. Something like a sense of 
shame would accompany the acknow- 
ledgment of never having read Tom 
Jones: though I do not despair of 
shoyi^ing, that it would be more becom- 
ing in such mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters Sisiiavej to blush at the confession. 

It is commonly the first book laid 
hold of by the youth of both sexes ; and 
if as yet not all intelligible to them, is 
still very entertaining, when compared 
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with the long-drawn narrative of the 

historian, or the abstruse lucubrations 

of the philosopher and the moralist 

» 

What is read too with most delight, 
is always best remembered ; thus there 
are, I suspect, in our seminaries of edu- 
cation, many young persons who know 
more of the site of Mr. Allworthy's house, 
and its environs, than they do of Athens 
or Ronie; are better acquainted ivith 
Mazzard Hill than they are with the 
Ttirpeian Rock s and though ignorant of 
the meaning of lustres and laticlaves, 
know corfeetly what a •' natural child 
Signifies i' and are intimate with every 

D 
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cornBT in il/i?% SeagrinCs bed-chamber, 
and with the cut of Sophia Western's 
riding-habit ; while the Cs^itol and the 
Portico are forgotten ; while in vain for 
th^m s^hines the shield of Achilles^ and 
the bark of Cleopatra glides along un- 
heeded ! 

Is it not lamentable that the divine 
pages of Cicero or Addison should be 
cast aside in favour of the vulgar trum- 
pery of Fielding and his school? That 
the illustrious of the old and modem 
world, who at the cost of repose^ aa4 
even of life» have toiled for real fiune, 
and devoted their existence to the glor 
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riduii task of giving rational instruetion 
tb races yet Unborn j who have record- 
ed the acts of the hero and the patriot ; 
who» in matchless straini> have sung th^ 
triumphs of civic virtuCj and^ bjr teach"- 
ing empires to be tvisk, ha^e contri- 
buted tb make them ^recU; that these^ 
the Undoubted benefactors df mankind^ 
should give ^laci to thdse whO^ ds ftn» 
. doubtedly, are its enemies ? 

And i^urelj that is not tod severe atk 
epithet to bestow bnwrttfers Who,bycom*- 
posing novels likdthdt ofTom Jon^^not 
only instil improper thougltls^ but inters 
Oept the progresSi of useful learning ! 

D 2 
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The excuse commonly offered for 
admiring Tom Jones is, that the work 
contains a just representation of human 
life 'y is intended to inspire sentiments of 
rectitude, honour, generosity, and va- 
lour; and displays much wit, humour, 
and erudition. If we admit this enco- 
mium in its fullest extent (which I am 
very far from doing), it will only prove 
that the novel is the more dangerous; 
because these real or fancied qualities 
are precisely what make it so. 

The annals of the Old Bailey exhibit 
an equally just picture of life, as to its 
moral deformities; and one not at all 
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more forbidding than may be found in 

J .'» ' ' 

the pages of Fielding. . Neither .can J[ 
perceive the necessity ^ or > the expedi- 
ency of inculcating .the practice of 
virtue by an exaggerated and nausebus 

v * • ' 

• * / . 

view of vice in all its odious distor* 

tions. 

 > 

This author's powers of exciting 
merriment are by no means despicable : 

ft 

but the mirth he creates is often upon 
topics so much at variance with mental 
dignity and good-breeding, that no truly 

. « 

modest or polite female could either read» 
or hear another read, some of his pleasan* 
tries without offence. Besides, that 
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Tom Jones oontains mwh wit, or that 
its wk is the basia of its popularity^ is, I 
believe, not a &ct* In the first ohaptef 
of the first book, the author has intro- 
duced a couplet from the writings of 
Poipe> which bears rather haisd on him* 
self s 

^. True, trift is Nature to advantage dress'd. 
What oft was thoughtj but ne'^r so well expressM.^ 

Now, although there may be much 
nature- in the characters (as Fielding has 
4jawn them) of ostlers, innkeepers, 
pMsants, gipsies, waiting*maids, serrant- 
men, London landladies, prostitutes, 
Irish ibrtune*hunters, Tory squires, ob* 
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serious ftawns, ancl< village- g<«sip6 -y. I 
quMlioa if any one^ will ayer these ti^ 
be poPtMitS' ot NATVRfi^ advantageously 
presented, to the srpeetatot ! And I am 
C9nvinced> that no- young gentleHian, 
who has kept good company on!y, Wr 
any weit-condacted woman, ought to be 
capable of judging whether they are - na^ 
Sural or otherwise^. 

Btti perhaps* these are specimens^ 
not of the wit> but of^ what is termed the 
humour of Tom Jones; and if soj my last 
observation will' apply with. undtiiHBiA- 
ed^fSorce: this humour is* unpalatable IK) 
m i ndi n 1 contami nated . 
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In speaking of the Beggar's Opera, 
and its alleged influence on the lower 
orders of the people. Dr. Johnson re* 
marks, that probably the objection is 
unfounded ; for that no young idler of 
the audience will be tempted to go on 
the highway, and hope to escape with 
impunity, merely because Macheath is 
reprieved on the stage. Were the mar 
gistrates of London and Westminster 
consulted, they could, I imagine, contra^ 
diet this supposition of Dr. Johnson. 
But allowing the conjecture of the critip 
to be just, with respect to the above- 
named opera, nothing similar can be 
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offered in extenuation of Tom Jones^ or 
Roderick Random, or Peregrine Pickle. 
The dramatic robber is indeed re* 
priered (it would be difficult to say 
why), and, his poetical life once ter* 
minated, we hear, no more of him: 
he is dismissed as he came forth, a 
bold and impenitent ruffian s and we 
are left at liberty to conclude that he 
returns to the road and the bagnio. 
But the heroes of Fielding and Smol- 
let are, as has been observed of the tra- 
gedies of Otway, a seducing poison : 
they intrigue, and fight, and gamble; 
and revel in each variety of licentious- 
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ness: and their laYrltsa career is accom* 
panied by eckt^ and rewarded with 
prosperity. 

Where is the young man, of lively 
sensibilities, and' constitutional energy^ 
who, uncontrolled, can resist the lure ? 
His powers of reflectiou and^ self-re- 
straint musi be inconceivably great, if 
be can withstand the invitation to plea^ 
sure^ which tells him that he may riot in 
security amidst* illicit enfoyments, and 
ultimately reap a rkher harvest than 
tame %nd.ti»id prudence ccm hope for !^ 

The first aaailNtioft of the inexpe- 
vienoed youth, who reads tliese delete- 
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rioos memoirs is> to emulate the prtnci' 
pal personage^ and^ finding it mach 
more easy to copy foibles and follies 
than laudable actions, be gives himself 
credit at leairt for a capabiKty of being 
amiable ; discovers that to fall into error 
is not difficult and that its eflfects are 
not fetal; tfiat though propriety may 
be outraged^ the punishment is but 
temporary 5 that debts? impntderrtly con- 
tracted may be discharged, an angry 
mistress be appeased, and the best gifts 
of fortune be heaped unexpectedty on 
him ; and that finally he may retire, with 
health, youth, riches, and reputation^ 
into the bosom of felicity. 
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It is needless to insist on .what is 
likely to ensne^ when the experiment is 
made, and this theory reduced to prac- 
tice. The similitude to the hero or he- 
roine is cloi^ely preserved, ,as far as it 
respects criminality and folly ; but fails 
most lamentably in the catastrophe, and 
finishes in ruin. This may pretty safely 
l>e considered as an abridgement of the 
novel of Tom Jones, and of the fates of 
many of its juvenile admirers. 

The names of Fielding and Smollet 
have,, I know, become venerable j they 
have passed the ordeal of criticism, and 
their claim to eminence as novel writers 
no one ventures to dispute. It would 
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therefore be an act of more than or- 
dinary hardihood to arraign them on 
the articles of style, or selection of inci- 
dents; the knowledge of the world 
evinced in delineating human charac- 
ter; or the refinements of art, which 
they have displayed in the conduct of 
their fable; and of ingenuity, on all 
occasions, in the application of epic 
dextierity. 

Such an inquiry is, however, foreign 

to my present purpose; which is to 

« > 
prove, that, whatever may be their mas- 
terly qualifications in other points, they 
are not to be esteemed teachers of 
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politeness or of virtue, but of Cfnit^seneif 
and immoraUtjfs that society has bedh 
cornrptedj not meliorated, by their no^ 
vels^ and that Tom Jones, Joseph Jtl* 
drews^ Peregrine Pickle, Roderick Ran^ 
dom, Jonathan Wild^ C<fUnt Futhom, &c. 
he, may be fit manuals for the rake and 
the courtei^an, but are objects 6i abhoi*^ 
rence to the chdste and delicate tnindi 
and can only cease to be such, when 
they have executed their felonious office, 
and transformed the innocent into the 
depraved. 

In support bi my assertion, it would 
be unriecessafy to adduce particular 
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passages for the conviction of those who 
.are already acquainted with any of the 
above-named* works ; and to do ^o for 
the information of ^uch as are not, would 

be unsuitable to the character I wish to 

 ' . . - 

sustain. Indeed^ the improper parts are 
so numerous^ and of so gross a texture, 
as to render a detail of t^em inoompati- 
ble with the established principles of 
decorum. It is to be hoped, thereforej 
that a rough outline of the story of any 
one of these notable performances^ will 
suffice to create a sense of shame in 
some, and to repress the curiosity oi 
others. 
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The history of Tom Jones is an ex* 
position, and a very minute one, of the 
whole craft and mystery relating to the 
generation and breeding of illegitimate 
children : and the title of the work, and 

of every page of the work, keeps this 

• . 

idea strongly in the reader's recollec- 
tion. The hero is concerned in several 
intrigues, which are given by the author 
at large, meet the eye at every turn, and 
are so essential to the business of the 
novel, that without them the whole 
would fall into confusion. 

Jones's first adventures originate in 
a low amours much of his character is 
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^^bvdtopdi by fttioUii^^ ifae eblou^ing of 
i^hith^ii^ heightened b3r ii!isifiti|ttk>nB of 
wddhery^ and even by allui^tMS to Ih^ 
possibility of incestj ahd the winding- 
Qp of bis htfitory wdep^iids chiefly on a 
'jittamelessr intercourse with one of the 
*m<ist abandoned female of the metro- 
polis. < .1 . ' ^ 

* If to this ^etoh We add the im|mre 
traitift in the histories of Partridge^ Mit. 
Square^ and Mr. Nightingale ; the oatte 
^wi' execnatioois of 'Squire Western ; and 
the filth which ^o7erflo^v)9 in the tniluibe- 
iitible dmlpgues> that' take iplaee beti^^een 
^irrsonngges selected : fr^tin the dregs ^^f 

£ 
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societal the sum /will |)e. an Jncriedtl^tir 
and . unpardodable accumulation of <>& 
fences against thema^ni^rs and morfils of 
a civilised country. 

Something like tbi^ censure, or p^ 
haps something more severe, may be^ 
passed upon the Roderick Random ,an^ 
Peregrine Pickle of Smollet j whose huh 
mour is inferior to that of Fielding, and 

A 

his objectionable scenes wrought tip 
with still less regard to decency, Ja 
fact, the female who has read the$e no- 
vels has nothing bad to leiarn. 

Nearly all the splendid qaalities. of. 
.Roderick Random and Paregrijic Picklf^ 



 » 
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ire suVservient" W licentious purposjes. 
Tneif characters^ and those of the minor 
Agents in each piece, may be, and I 
dare say sometimes are, drawn with a 
strict atftention to nature: but I trust I 
shall never know whether many of theai 
are so or hot. 

The author is not satisfied witli ex- 
patiating on the revelry of the stews, and 
the vile debaucheries of the bully and 
the harlot^ but thinks it incumbent ou 

4 

him to subjoin nastiness to obscenity;. 
and brings into full view the infirmities 
by which man is degraded; the ravages 
'of loathsome disteniper, and the stench 
and the vermin of the hospital. 

e2 
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Tb tbo66 iVh6 asi»ert all this to be 
naturbl, t hav^ dhly t6 say, that it is, for 
ihitvery reiason, iheiccii^dble ; dud I 
ttiust b^g leave to rOtnitid th^m of it 
bertaih sarcasih attHbiited to Voltaire^ 
^s Applied to the drattias of Shakspeare> 
and in allusion to the huihaii« person; 
*• We are notP said thie wit, •* heeause 
nakedftess is NATURAL, therefore to gty 
naked !^' 

Td the list of writer^ ^hdse tibvete 
are calculated to hurt the morals ^f the 
reader, it is with much coitderto I fed 
ttiyse!f obliged to anilreic the celebrated 
and 'resptedted nUttie of Mr. Cumberland. 
As the author of several raosit ihgeniotiSy 
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%ftrfiedi and bigWy-filiisbed works, fee 
has merited the gratitude, a-nd long ea** 
Joyed tb;e admiration, of hia country; 
and it i$ to be regretted that by his 
nmel .of '<* Penry," the Teeence o*^ 
England should have tarnished his 
honourable character ; and dfter having 
-so successfttlly endeavoured to mtnd the 
itjeart^ employed his great talents to cor- 
arupt it ' 

Henry is not Mr. Cumberland's 

first offence. His ^'Arundel " is like* 

wise exceptionable ; but less so than the 

other; with which it bears no compa^ 

. rison, either in its pleasing or its perni- 
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cious qualities. Henry is a fdseincitlilgf 
publication; it abounds iii^ passages of 
genuine humour; in the richest andf • 
most correct descriptions; and ift ihci^^ 
dents irresistibly pathetic, or -rejjlete 
with 'coniic force: for the auiflidi? -fs d 
master, and touches every chord of her* 
man iserisibility with^ a master's' bitnd; 
But the goodly work is, alats ! maVred> 
and its ejfBcacy- counteracted, by its 
being - interlarded with scenes perfi^tly 
inexcusable ;' and very unseemly^ as the 
labour of a' head white with the snows 
of tim^, and crowned, as it is^ with li- 
terary laurels. The author of Heni^y , 



5S 

^»gfat%haire lost someiirhat of his popu- 
Uxity, but. would not h^ve sabered in 
his reputation, had tiiat wdrk never b^een 

• - . • * 

* 

,t . la these observations I h^xe referred 

< 

tp such booka. as .ace rendered %rmida- 
l||e, in . my estinoatiQa,. by the iieal' of » 
s|ii|>posed..abilitiQs of the writers, linqw j 
ih^txk to be xlangerous in their f enden- 
<^s,.\ and I denouwe them. a$ sucli;^ 
^itbput any. fear of cbiiitradictloa from 
the reasqnahle and the good^ or zttf 
dread of th^ enmity or the ridicule of 
^ the irrational and the bad. And ad«^ 

mjtt\ag}\.he. survey taken of.tliese noyels 
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1 not tQ be dxa^^rftted by^tbe mittiof pi:e« : 
jiidice^ button tfaie eoatrary^ softMe^ and 
rfidude4 out of respect to iqyTeauleiv I^be^ 
lieve myself justified in- declaring that' 
the . parents^ .guard iwcks, or preceptbrs, 
wbo^authorise, or permit^ (^ connive at,^^ 
ordb iibt strictly tproteibit ^le perusal of' 
any 6€ them to the youlii whose Bior^lAi 
they supdrintend/ have ta answeiH for i>' 
crime more hednous tbad cun- well be* 
oaniKldV for ^trbich no subsequent oa;pe< 
oreaution can make reparati(m, eitfaertof 
iibe individual or the state, and for which^ 
hardly any penitence can ever atone. ' 
Perhaps a total restriction from all* 
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sweh light' retditig^ai hidudes novds of 
aay kili4 ^vv^Udd^ b6 AdriseaWe : but if" 
oYb^rMFt^c^, a«id lliat an ekoe]^tiot^ should 
bfe iftaSe »in fevtmr dT Home wbrte bf thid - 
($^ctfi^i(m^ il. £s by Ifo liiteitiis 1tnpo(^il}l0 
tiipoiilt 6ut der^ml' capable of commu^ 
nteatm^ die^ljght^ tnatteiided' by conta^^ 
miiMAloiiVthtogii 'it might be ^diffiibufti 
^sfH^e^iyt one tfait( >i£r tibt ta(»Te ^t :l^is- 
^oduc^ire ol a di%tadte for the i^dy of 
bobfcn ei nseSal * iiu^ruotkn^. -Saine oi 
t^se I i^hali ihentidd hereafter ; but tny 
jffesent course requires that I i^buld' 
4fi^^'^ protest, as the friend both of 
purity and reason, against a work called 
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'*! 'The M0nkf\ tte antiiob v0f ; i«*i^' \tm 



entitled : bfe book n^ rtoHQlitHRi^^' Asi t*^^/ 
I; ^u ppose, it, cbefie^ the: Cf itk'^ ortti«i Wif 
laws;, but.it 9houM iikoljt^ ajlifdrecl wH^ 
impumty tb;dQ'4faer>sfim0 byjtlit^ /butvs ^ 
morality y and ^yen by; those of th^ &«flf^ 
Accord ti^gly onei i of, jtfafi i best) sa^iiiik;ti$» 
tbid Sliest \wfii:ers> aud'mofit^trulijr. leselir: 
ed jpersorjs af ; the iag^, the ;aitfb4>r ofi 
** TAtf P^f suits of Litefatutfi^^Tw^^iini a- 
noteda thatpoJem, be$tot/f^ sottiepakui 
in the castigiitioa. of i tbiB ^* Monks '' .M 
tbifl note I refer tho3e who are. desirous 
of seeing as choice^ a specimen of ;just 
severity and -_ manly reproof as can any 
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irhcre b&faliAidiMtttd siiall ther^rei^ oa 
tills disagreieabte subject^ add little more 
than' art expi'^idn of r^grety that, with 
the ' elbqoeik^ reprefaenaion' adverted to^ 
any thing like praise should have bi^en 
mifigldd; • ; . . V 

. • Bjr such as ai^ not ashamed tcf Apr 
plaud the pages of the Mon}e^ the taleats 
of the author* are extolled as hoaodjkss; ' 
nrhile,^ amongst 4hosewho detest ilie im- 
pQ^^rUy 4;hat stains theidy there are maoy 
rdady to confess the ; magnitude of the 
wrrter^ powers, but lament their misap^ 
|)4icatton. » . ^ 

1 ^ I must say iitjis my wish to soparate 



myself firom eaeh party, ' in powers of 
koagi nation, i and yjaaisty of Utogiiage; 
the aii4hor< of ^^"^MMi"* k, 1 think, 
exk)^ed by \^ery matiy df ih* fair sfek, 
^fid 'by 'fieverai of bis own $ ati4 fftr fr<)m 
-considering his genius misapplied, I am 
flmily dotwlneod that romanee is it9 pro- 
jpei!: ideteehti » 

' X^'thfe* works -hitherto glanced 9d, the 
effe(!H>^i^odttoed to society jls of a Batnr^ 
so exceedingly alarming, that it is imr 
possible tb snaie when we reflect on the 
operation of such ingredients as are 
used in their composition. 

But this is not entirely the case with 
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treiliely well Iliowti to tb& proprietoris 
dhd frequenten^^ of all t:ircuiiiting libra- 
rieis ; and whibh, for the b^efit of thtd 
and enBulfig generations, 'hav6^1>eea iit- 
dustridu&ly import ed, aiid pdu^nlbf don^ 
into the Engii^b tongue. ^ — : ^ 
In ttrrning os^er some of theseJRjoA^^ 

most nf the rtiuIUtiidai:.rt>aaiifagt|Jj:g^^ , 
hbi^m , I one cbnni^t but wonder how any 
books, thi^ ridiculous, should .find read- 
ers so ^aringly ^fted with understand-- 
ih^ ab to bd nlisled by themi of tasti?s s<» 
{>ieir vei^ted ai to be umusied by sudl in>> 
digested ^ttiS, or pQssdsBibg so feeble .a 



thetuatobgabsiirdiHest&ey contain/ '^ 

Ahniongst our imp&rtdtiim^, I 'shisiU 

-« « • 

take a sBort ^\eWr oxAy of one : fer irir 

' ' ■.  ...... 

><..^tancfi. The Sorf*&tvS'-*-oT; as they h&Ve 

been liewly termed. The Letters of Wer- 

7 ter ; than which a richer combinatioa 

of dangerous precept, and pompous' 

foolery, will not easily be discovered. ' ' 

-I 

,  ' In the preface to the translation df 

. yi^erter, iwe are informed that the story 

is not to be received barely as the pro- 

duct of imagination ; but that M 

1? .Goethe^ has given the world little eke 

than ttie particulars of a fact occurring 
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iQgist of B{^ti$^if k, } ai^djci^^' him^^lf! 
fqr Ipve pf, ajady of;Wema^,,\v >. i.^ 

flame of . love ,for apptlier pe/?oipl^ yfifo^ 
and s^pQt l^ijaf^e^^ beqap^^Jiej could nqt; 
pps$es3 wbatj dj^i n.ot.bejoqg to l^iria. 
Aad^ M^Goe^he jtnigbt Jiayp epaplpyed 
his . trine ! oa a less hufftfuJL subject j in- 
stefi^d of selecting ^widedjydqfne.pf the 
roost uafx.t, to ipr^^nt, m tfee.att^tjqn.Qf 
youth,, , ./.? • , . » , u.) ; »' .'-.t .. .i- 
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A to 4li4 ^l-^addp-j i *« 1E(» <:8fiMI withhold 
your* AdmWaii0^ ^f tiis^ gehkisi. your j^frf 
to -his disp&si|i^t),vor yonr^te^rs for jt^ie 
uii|^i^tq[$y fate.'' Tii^ m^ajlin^ of which 
is (if any it faa^)> ihk in adiilteroOEr pagi- 
^i^h is fmt 1^ jti^t ^ubjeet of tttiBuv^i hik 
of cj(^kitmi^erati()n ; and t^at -isuieidel^ 
n<^ a't^rime; but a calamity ! Upon thi$ 
pFinci{>le, all .Kiiitiaii' ^nfortnitfes may he 
converted iqto *aeeiS of pit}iA)le fraiky; 
and )>y riB]ites^ting ;the delin<)U6nt ais 
. otli^xt^ide «ttni&hl^/ti«0 1$ not4itly pal* 
liated, but rccomoiended. 
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ThiSy Idt his aiK)Iogists argue as they 
wiH, is a pertectljrfair d'escripfibn of the 
moral of. M. Goethe's book. But whe- 
4ier it be or not> is unimportant ^ be- 
cause this at least is the general opi* 
Bion. The physician who should admi- 
Bister poison instead of medicine, may 
not think himself guilty of murder; b<it 
the patient, T^ho encounters dfeath Where 
he expected a cure, is equally a sufferer. 
I am, however, unwilling to be- 
' lieVe that this redoubted book can have 
caused a great many instances of self* 
destruction, or ti>e subversion of much 

conjugal happiness, notwithstanding the 

I- « 

F 
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aupij^osed- design of the anthoi^/ It Is 
not likely to make a very deep' impi^S* 
sioh oil the sensibilities of liackney^ 
endchtnen, foob-soldiers, plougfelmen, k)^ 
pcfrterg; and it is to be hoped, that tnfd^t 
pieirsonSy' reoboved only one degree higher 
mtiie scale of sooial beings^ are incapable 
of heading witlioiit laughing at-it. For 
myself, I have in vain endeavonr^ to 
pi'esef v« my gravity daritig the perusal ; 
and I remember that a particular' fViend 
0f m^ne, even when a boy, had his Hsi^ 
ble facultie& violently exciti^d- by lw| 
image presented to him in a passage ^ 
/ f the ttoth letter^ •where'- Werler says to 



iB«Wf^ibre%d;.»iid iftilfc;;l will twme 4^ 

^miirt bfi^v'^ been aUo ;Soi«iewbat of «.c<>tt- 
jurer, and adequate to doiag. wUh .^tk? 
fe^i^ds what would require at \e2i&i three 
an tlaie pa^ift ^f any body elft^ ! 

.\^prk5 aftd, in proof of tl^is, cite mwy 
.IM^sages in wbieh scj^n^nt .me»ttipu U 

^d^ibtttten and tbe whol|& of the 54ih 

F2 
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letter V wbich is so di^lioaJtdy wtA4^7^ 
to leave it doubtful whether it ilii'ltd- 
dressdd'4>y /W:erter to hid 'fVierfd ^ his 
ttfUofw I should r^tbier iti^nn@^>«jnMf{p. 

poi^ the XWx^ti but 1!t»e ^xAA^ti V^lH jfii^ 
fdii>it6elf s and as the hitl»t in^inot^h^, 
Itraiiicribeit: ^^ -^^ >''=:'^ ^J ^-^■^' i>*«ii ' 

^'I haf^ I^ft^'^ff, 'with the- gfffeut^st 
< yelbctacice> l*te Wi/e/i^A", ivhiph 1 ^i^^e 
^ the first time 'I danced wi^i€ik«r1iMle', 
^ thoii|;h'ib wosr'perfeirtliyii^babby } »Uut I 
* have procured one exactly iitoeiit^idiftl 

*^rtot, Jif(>weYer,:like; it so muchua^ th^ 
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viOrigiaftlyyeU hopfe it wiH in tiorn 
Mfipme equally dear fD me/ * . , ' 

.' Of 6ur Zero's plnlotopAy >rtA wIP 
<H>iamand» the coacltision of the foarih 
letter affords. i^ Inoiifious instance: ^My 
^fe(»ar|,^h€ say^, ' i^ liJce^f^^sic^ qhiW; 
^ and> like a sick child, I let it Jtavc^ its 

* zvayz but this between ou twelves; for I 
^ knovir the world Would blame me for 
^ snffeSring my passions 40 get such aa 

* a^endancy over my reason. • 

. 'For l)ts gallantry and jeondeseensian, 
5ee letter five, 

n ' ' The last time I was at the fountain^ 
•I (ound* a young womatt upon the 
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^ fit^p^, y^lth bef pail beside lier, waiting 
' till somiebody c^me, who migbt help 
Vto phae it upon Uer head: ^' Sball I 

* fi^Bist you, my dearT' I stid. ** Oh, 
' no, sir," she oogw^rod, ppJouring* 
•"Come, come, m^ke no- cefetoony," 

' said I ; and helped her to Jifl the puiil : 

• '"'_'..,' • • .... 

* she thanked me, and wint up the steps, 

* smiling/ 



•■* 'J) J Lki. ^ 'it I '. 



In this scene, \vhich i^ highly dra- 
niatic;, its ddmirers assert that th$ unitks^ . ^ 



 V I . 



are finely preserved, the incidents well 
imagined, the dialogue ter^e, and beau- 

".; -^ '•■' -^ ' ^ • •:: ^'1^' . • ; 

tifully pastoral ; and th^ inter^t sustain- 
ed to the last. 
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,^ ^..M. Gpgtha ha$ .conferred a muUipli>- 
pity pf accomplUhments <hi Wertel*^ at a 

* • " • * . 

' ' * • 

VBfrj Bmall expense : we are assul-ed 
tb^t Jie Dot oqljr draws, but Utiderstatids 
Greeks and. his literary tatte is put out 
of doubt by various allusions, in terms of 
rapture^ to those incotoprdhensible aad 
tiresome forgeries^ usually caJled the 
Poems of Ossian. 

Every page contains instances of 

 •  » . -I 

Werter's powers of reasonings and hit 
dexterous use of logical deductions : but 
oothipi; in this way can exceed one in 
the mty^first letter/ dated the SDth of 
October ; a day, it may be pre6umcd» 



/ 
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auspicious to moral argument. * A hua- 
' dred times have I been on tbe point !o{ 

< 

* clasping her in my arms* \hk friends 
wife). *AVhat torment to see,s;^Ujf;h loyeH*^ 

• • • 

* ness^ such charms^ passing a;iid rj^asaing. 

* continually before one. without xli|r^i({g' 
? to touch them ! To touchy .js ,f n ^71^- 

^ tural: do not children endeaif^9ur\tQ;« 
'touch every thing they $ee^«7^^d 

* I .* Whence it appears J;b;^t>thii$ • 

frantic gentleman knew e;xtrem^y :^ie{l * 
what he was about; and th,at>. jKiQ|re«^ 

over^ had Mrs. Charlotte been tigig^f^i/i^r 

'  '. ' 

would not have been. so s^pxious. tO; 1 

i 

touch her. ^ . ,. . ♦> -rVi' 



r J 
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i In' lettir flftj^stlx, hw atnt>ition was 
con'flfit^ WitHih more moderate limits, 

and libdi^thing less than touching would 

> * \' 

hav« ^dhtiented him; for he says^ with 
sWe^t^fehsibllity, *Ohly to look at her 

•idaft'eyesj *is to me happiness: what 

 . . ^ • -  •  ' ' ' '■ 

• afTects me is, that Albert' {the' tvomarC s 

/ms'ftiflrwrf)' * appears not so happy as he. 
' expected to be ; as I should have been, 

• iP^rhdle broken sentences — heavens! 
' Atid atii I not explicit enough ^' 

' Most certainly he is : his object is as 
miinifest' as any object can possibly be ; 
nor is it altogether so very surprising 
that, the poor . man^ whose domestic 



peifce lie '& undetmmiagi ^bo»Id npt jtp- 
|>ear happy.: ^ . 

The catastrophe which terminates 
this piotis transactioQ »rears raAber a se- 
f tons asjC^eCt ; aad, conscious pf (hi^ .J\L 
Goethe has done hj^ Ht^mpsp to r^Ucive 
it3 sojnbr^' cblburing, by a fe\v, lively 
tints : for, doubtless, tbi^ mtist have been 
hi<s itvotive fbr introducing iiame Mcokes 
of a cbafacter fiOi equiv^^cal, a^ t^ render 
it untt^rtliin vvhetl^r, at Imt, the. I'e^er 
ibonl4 be sad or merry. -. 

Cdn tt be :otherwise>< belietad that the 
anther i^unless as iight-headed m *bis 
hero) wouMrepreitetii himv when 99011 
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the dismal verge of a suicide's gc^ve^ 
ieMh^t^tely writing in the folk>wiii|[ 
ifDahner? ; : 

• M have jost been looking a^i ^tthp 
' vpi4dov^; And through cloiJt^$ which 
"^ wfere driven rapidly aloiig> Ipe^c^^ved 

* A few 9tars« Celestial bodies r.(i<e. 
the stars) ^ you will not fall ; the Eternal 
'* supports both you and mel I a^p s^w 

* the greater' JB^ar^favourite of couslj^J- 
*' lations ! — ^I wish, Charlotte^ to b? Jl^ujrifid 
' in the clothes I sBowfwear.-^My.gptjt 
^•h^erii orer the grave ; myjippebets are 
5<not to be. searched ; the.i&QiOt oC^pinkr 
^f ribband: how littlse was. { aware., of 
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' consequences : 'jet ine...^Qtreat you to 
*, be at, peace ^ tb^ ar,^ (load^esd^ the 
* clock strikes twelve;, I go/ And 

•• • • 

fortliwith be does go-, but to whjEit 
place, M.Goethe h^s not informed. us:, 
we can tlierefore only conjecture, that 
it was probably to a place appointed for 
the reception of an author who has com- 
posed a novel for the purpose pf cor- 
rupting public moral;^, and perverting 

-^ It will 
on me to have pointed out any other 
works of the abjove description, as books 
to be shtfnried and discountenanced by 



^ human reason. 
0^ It. will not be thought incumbent 
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6ifery'%aii:wShe^'to the caase' of virtue 
and serffefeV^ 'Tfiose ^-^have^ endeaVoured 
tt^^ ^ligmattee may 1:^' iesteem the pa- 
rthiftt! of ait i^cc4>dingljr numerous and 
cdft-rfjJt^T^l^o^hy'; indeed^ much too nu* 
^riietbu^'^ti <6 bd niftied. All that 
-^fttT'djbAie theii, is, to issue a ge- 
JHf tahtibii igditiit ^ery thing in the 
lAii iff ^' rditoanctei' notel, or dramatic 
fe,^^ J^i^bc^eding from tlie* modern 
French or German school, ?is well as 
agaPnlft'eiife novels of Fieldibg, Smollet, 
«nd^ Jth^^ hnitatol'*- ,The perusal of 
siM^ ^st^ppd^ftig' it to have no other tU 
eflfeot*)^:^ >a 'Wasteful expenditure of 
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time 1 iy ^tbose ^lio : 1mm . isfcill * to^ ^ 
edoeatioh ; to fix their prinQipAw;. ito 
^fttn A reputable n^ibfiirtenoQ; er qvm^^ 
tiff iA^a»e\ifies fpr their reiatit^ duties* 

But it IS fat^y true^ that lositig the 
iAraloa'ble Hours of youth ib only <me of 
the ^viH %Thich arise from reading these 
works: they nevei» jnst ttiude kusbaiidB 
or wires, parentis or obiWren^ better ci- 
tifzen^i but hanre reudered many, thou- 
sands bad) who, withecit them, bad been 
useful ar^ happy. - - 

My next' consideration rs directed 
'to an. order of norelsydistin^giKBhed f«om 
Hhe fo!egi»k|g by a character compara- 
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ifrnoofelrt^ an^ i^AMh itisiy be said to 
hold the Slime Haivk atncnigst itowlr, that 
pidtpockets' do- amongst thieves. Their 
depredationi^y however, are not, on that 
kccount, to t be* slighted, nor thought 
much less* injariou9. They execute 
tb0rr destruotire Ainotiom by a different 
and'4esd dfienst^e metfced ; but the mis* 
chief they occasion Is, notivithstandmg', 
great and irrepafaWe. 

The hitman mind, to speak figura'^ 
tiiraly of k, cannot remaiii in a sl^te of 
sterility ; and the poisonous weeds of 
irice and foUy will spring up, where the 



60 

seeds of profitable and elegfaut acqaire« 
loents are not eacouraged to grow. 

Thus^ as was befbre observed, the 
jroung of both sexes^ by means of those 
frivolous volumes which load the shelves 
of our circulatrog libraries, are at least 
beguiled of their fairest opportunities of 
improvement in the studies that enlarge 
and adorn the understandings of a ci- 
vilised people* 

They rapidly learn to prefer the 
page of ^fiction to the narrative of the 
tiistorian; and to turn their eyes from 
tlie sober beauties of truth and genuine 
philosophy, to the meretricious allure-^ 
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ineatfi. ^ £ild^faood*afid libiurdityi They 
Iikewi8eiaibtbi9^\ fRinr these 60i|r6es;/;the 
most Iperyerise and^erroncous noitohs of 
the arti of <wril)ing : the sinspie dignity of 
a- elassioal' oomposition isilcet on these 
enthusiartK; who mistake for 'grandeur 
of sty:!^, the;I;>ombas(ic jargon of their 
fav:ojarUe;attthQP$ j:and^ grown kicapable 
of relishing t^e graces. of a Robertson^ « 
Hume, a Mackenzie, or a Roscoe, are 
enamoured of every kind of writing 
which least rese.mbles theirs* ; 

Amidst siidi a profusion of these 
home-made novels as the JBriti^h press 
haujrly teems with, it would be difficulty 

G 
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if DQt impossible, to make' choice of any 
QBe in particular, 94 piore ridiciilous 
tbaa its fdlavrs. They are all equally 
vapicU aild> a$ fap aa I can judge, equally 
popular ; aad are conslmcted upoa 
prifidLples so nearly alike^i that I have 
sometimes th4^ght there must be a ge* 
Hfirall receipt for Tnaking novels, in circti* 
Idtion amoDigst the trade;, the tenor of 
whigh might be conceived ta r«n mvek 
in the foIlowiDg matnner ; borrowiiag the 
idea from a &mous recipe, I believe, ia 
the Memoirs of ScriUerus. 

jfirst take a great deal of paper^ 
pens,^and ink, and an English pocket 
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dictimiarj. Next eoiit^ose n vdst assort* 
mebt of nlamed^ reserviiig the inost rih 
mantit fer your hero and heroine ; then, 
affixing persons to these appeltatiotis, 
allow (hem to conveihse tog^th^r on any 
given snlgect, hy letter. Or word of 
mouth, as long as yonr piibfisher thinks 
proper. Intersperse, judfieiously, mar- 
theses^ fHarckesas, paviUiims^ monks^ nuns, 
caverns, tcAvers, lakes, and dells. Trans- 
fer youi* scenery, ahd the dramatis per- 
sente, frequently frdm one exififetaity of 
Europe to another. See that your he- 
roine is invariably of a fragile form, 
with blu^. eyes; apcustom her to exist 

G 2 
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without either eating, drinking, or ,sleep-. 
ing ; which will eqable her to endure as 
much fatigue as would weary a camel, 
without any inconvenience 3 and also 
account for her always flying, tripping, 
bounding, and gliding-^heroines being 
never known to walk. 

Make your hero as much like the 
Belvidere Apollo, Hercules, and Anti-r 
nous combined, as you can; and take 
care that he knows how to szvim. 

For the story, no particular pains 
are requisite; as it arises naturally out 
of the incidents. Sprinkle the. whole 
with sighs, dew-drops, pearls, smiles^ 
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blushes, roses, sal-voIatile, and eau de 
luce. Let your musical instruments be 
confined to lutes, flutes, and pedal 
harps ; and recollect to commit all your 
murders with a stiletto. 

With these rules, or something of the 
same kind as a ground- work, several 
modern authors have laboured success- 
fully; and, if endowed with superior ca- 
pacity, have contrived to render a novel/ 
on the above plan, at the same, time a 
vehicle for treason, blasphemy, and pri- 
vate calumny. 

There is a novel called " Vensen- 
shon, or Love's Mazes,'* published in 
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l€06^ which» though bearing a striking 
resemblance to its brethren^ has as fitir 
{>retensioiis to notice an any of them. 
It 16 in great request at all tbd watering* 
places; and an special fisivourite with 
young ladies and gentlemen at Bath^ 
where I procured thd gratification of 
reading it (after many disappointments 
and much solicitation) from the pr^j- 
prretor of a circulating library; who as- 
sured m^, at the time of lending it, that 
he gave me the preference over fifteen 
expectants. 

How it came to be so much sought 
after, I was at some loss to conceive ; as 
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it contains^ to do 4t but jostles, fl&ithet- 
apparetxt slander tier itii|>tif Uy^ uhtti I 
t)b8erved, that it abouhds ih thds6 fdsei- 
natiofid of sityle^ j^etlfiiti^ntj and d^scf*!!)- 
tion^ which are 6or!6id^red iri^esi^tibl^ ; 
and which mdeed f^nd^f it singularly 
well suited to thy purpbsfe, -*s an iUOs* 
tratioD of the nonsensical in wri^f f hg. 

It may be worth remirrking, th&t th^ 
Word NONSENSE ii^ actually cfd^ain^d lA 
the syllables whi<!th compose this ftost 
extraordinary title 6f Vens^nshofi ; by 
the bye, the nanlef of the heroine. 

For some tinhe, I co^ld hardly pef- 
strade itoyself th^t the wofk ntm beifore 
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me' was not a burlesque on modern no- 
vels ; and^^as such^ its excellence would 
be undeniable. But, alas ! no such plea 
can be offered in its defence : Vensen- 
shon is not only written, but read, in 
downright seriousness; and reflects (as 
my faithful extracts will show) less dis- 
credit on the author, than on the nine* 
teenth century, on the purchasers of 
the work and its sapient admirers^,and^»' 
most particularly, on the whole body* of 
reviewers; who, labouring often to ire- 
press the efforts of re^l talents, by which 
the public mind might be improved and 
civilization promoted, have quietly pec^ 
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mitted such writings as Vensenshon^ and 
its likenesses^ to pass uncensared, if not 
unnoticed^ into the world: whilst the 
man of undoubted genius and learning, 
who has exhausted half his days in pain- 
ful studies, famishes in a hovel or a 
prison 3 neglected, or unknown through 
want of encouragement; and perhaps 
19 driven to despair by the biase in- 
trigues of hired critics and mercenary 
publishers. 

This is a formidable charge; but one 
which, unfortunately, can be fully sus- 
tained and made good by proofs drawn 
from the literary history of our times. 
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Some have suppose, that this can 
never be the fate of great abilities ; and 
that mankind have too much regard to 
their own advantage^ to overlook those 
who possess the powers of delighting 
and instrircttng their fellow-creatures;. 
But these are the conjectures ^ of. the 
ignorant and aniQitiated^ who. require 
to be informed that a. bookseller can 
buy the ravings of. somi silly old 
woman^ or illiterate apprentice, for two 
or three guineas; and^ by puffs in the 
»ewspapers» and making interest with 
the: revieweirs, can tmpo€!ie his bargain on 
the p«.blic, dijad, by the sale df it» pro* 
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each, spiry mountain, that towered its bo- 
som to cerulean zeniths." 

The next is nothing inferior in neat- 
ness and simplicity of expression : 

"Her roseate blushes kindled the 
dew-bathed, aromatic vegetation int6 
lustrous animation^ and rolled a mass of 
vivid splendor over the illumined beauty 
of creation." 

Then a mother is described as fear- 
ful, and her fears as feminine ; she ex- 
horts her son to emulate the fame of his 
sainted sire ; the youth catches the en- 
thusiasm, and the author proceed^ to 
observe : 
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"The lofty organization of his in- 
ward faculties^ the just temper of his 
luxuriant^ keenly-perceptive mind> re- 
volted from every species of baseness, 
and spurned at each shadow of medio- 
crity. To soar, to . to^er, to be im- 
mortaKzed on the anjaal&.^of glory, was 
his inspiring, maga^nimous goal." 

This writer*s fof^te seems to consist 
in the art of convey i|ig ordinary thoughts 
in extraordinary language: the above 
are, it is believed, descriptions of mom^ 
ing and ambition ; and are followed by 
others to which I shall prefix the best in- 
terpretations I can. For example : 
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Tke meeting of friends beremfter. 

^* When releMed frdoi^ earthly proba- 
tion^ nmhackled by mundane ftailties, 
their chastened spirit bteudb wHh itc 
kiodf ed sera^h/^ 

^ gen&pal kilkd in the West Indies. 

^^A p€^ls0iiaii» Mfotr filthily e&tetfom* 
ed his f^Hriol bi^easl/' 

J[ lieutenant in love, and on leave of ab- 
sence. 

^ Hfours, weeks, flew oa the wifigs df 
gaiety and bliss; enchained in a deli* 
rium of happinesi?, he forgot to scruti- 
nize the nature of those exquisite sensa- 
tions.** 
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Pwrnotidy and ordered to joiru 
f* Captain Beaufort was again sum- 
moned to> jmn Ihe daring band^ in search 
ef victory and renown." 

Gets monejf with his to^e. 
'' Five tboosand pounds produced an 
interest $»ffieient for tke economy of 
ruxfti domestication." 

Soon after this events the kdy be*- 
cooa^s a widiQW5 and retires to the vil- 
lage of ShslUmmtme m Devon, whieh is 
described as a btauriated county. She 
there establisjies herself in a ^^ fairy 
mansion/' smd '^ her sorrows fade at the 
trmquillising touch of nature^" of 
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which tranquillizing touch<this is a pic- 
ture : 

"All was in unison with her mind's 
romantic temper. Sublime variety 
nodded from the appalling, crag-en- . 
cumbered st^ep, and awakened the 
throb of horror. Then would soft, 
verdant bloomsj in all the flowing luxu- 
riance of variegated playfulness, sport 
on her fascinated eye, and lull each 
aching feeling into the slumber of dul- 
cet indefinable emotion.^' 

A portrait of the heroine. 
" Vensenshon was no longer an infan- 
tine child of frolic nature \ but moved the 
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all-lovely fascinating, girl of eighteen. 
Bright beams of genius illumined her 
dark-blue eyes, softened to feminine love- 
liness by the magic of exquisite sensibi- 
lity. Her face was modelled by the fi- 
nished lines of Grecian fascinaliion i 
soft coral lips' enshrined pearfy teeth, 
white as Alpinie snows which have never 
felt Aurora's, glowing pressure.. Her 
complexion boasted not a dazzling fair- 
ness, yet was brilliantly transparent; as 
the light canopy of azurCj ere £^ passing 
cloud has shadowed the serene front of 
a bright autumnal^ morning. Her; po- 
lished limbs possessed the easy grace 

H 
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and symtnetric delicacy of Medicean 
volupti. 

Evening. 

*' Cynthia was unfolding her spangled 

mantle, and gaily spreading the opa* 

cuous drapery over nature's soft-fainting 

features." « 

Its effect on Vensenshon. 

"Her inward eye was rapt in bliss- 
ful contemplation of supermundane 
truths, while the glow of youthful en^' 
thusiasm agitated her heart with raptu- 
rous eccentricity, and dissolved her soul 
in a reverie of undefinable tender- 
ncss.** 
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WhHe in this cklamitoiis condition, 
she is overtaken by 

The moon. 
^^ Night's argent queens had then 
sei2^d her softest sceptre, and stole, 
unheeded^ on Vensenshon's solitary 
ramble.": 

Vensenshon, whose fingers are ** rose- 
tipped,'' walks home through a field; 
and this is termed ** her light pressure 
on velvet verdure;'^ And 

Love at first sight 
is thus described:— '"The first meniient 
in MThich she beheld Adolphus, bid her 
prove Love's all-potent throb : that soft 

h2 
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placidity was fled; bat ab! bow raptu- 
rous, bow agonizing rapturous, tbe fine^ 
wrought sensations tbat bad supplanted 
tbe barren vacuum of. ber happi^ era ! " 

' After much blusbiog, throbbing, and 
walking in their sleep, -towards the close 
of the third volume, most of the parties 
grow into nobility, and are imparadised 
on each other's faithful bos6ms« 

It may appear more than untieces* 
sary thus " to prepare the rack for a 
butterfly,*' and single out such a work 
as Vensensbon for exposure. But my ^ 
design reqiiir'ed that I should find a suf- 
Anient example of this species of novels 
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hatving^ already adduced instances of 
works so denominated, capable of jTijur- 
ing the. manners and morali; qf the 
young as radically as V^nsenshon is cal- 
culated to vitiate their tastes. 

In an essay like this, it iD presumed 
that the writer may he. permitted to in*- 
dulge hisi fancy with the supposition of 
some of the noxious effects arising from 
the prevailing fondness for light reading 
in general, but especis^Uy t for novels: 
because, exclusive of its immediate ope* 
ration on the taste and morals of youth, 
it' can, I think, be showji, that afami^ 
liarity with counterfeit afflictions is to- 
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tsllly dfe^HMtive oC that, sensibility tat- 
which il^efy are ert^oneously belie vecl so 
favourable ; and that the same l^tudy 
which perverts the f ^son^ also Contri- 
butes to indui^at^ the heart ^ 

: Of thb> I have myself witnessed too 
many instances to- allow of my enter* 
tainitYg any doubt u^on the subject. I 
haviii known- a man^ who, as a dufetlist and 
a ga'fnester, had steeped his bands in 
4he -Wodd of wdi^e' thdn three fellow- 
cr^&tures, and; by his success at the ha- 
dsard-rable^ redilced several to beggary j 
who by his arts had- betrayed many fe- 

 

ihales to ruin ; by filialdisobedience had 
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'deprived his parents of the repose and 
the 'reverence to which old age looks for 
ltd best earthly recompense; who by, the 
ferocity of his ^disposition had alienated 
his relations, frieitds^'and acquiaintances^ 
atnd acquired the hatred of His tenantry 
and domestics; who, althoughi he had 
squandered hundreds from Ostentation 
and caprice, iiever bestowed xk: guinea to 
itlieve distress, nor heaved one sigh of 
coOipassion. when imploring misery haj5 
'stood within his ti etf : and this man 
has often been seen 'melted into tears at 
.th^ theatre, and still mor6 frequently 
itehen engaged in the amasmentof read- 
ing /e»rf<?r woveif. 
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This prodigious inconsistency of 

character can only be accounted' for by 

supposing that so much vice was the 

fruit of a bad education ; and that the 

^ame individual might have be<en made 

as singularly virtuous' by a course of ra- 
ff 

tional discipline, as he proved abandon- 
ed through neglect. 

,We can readily imagine that this 
person, in his youth, had imbibed. his 
ideas of human life^ both with respect to 
prosperity and adversity, from v^orks of 
fiction; in which they are lusually so 
misrepresented, ad to causes and effects, 
that they bear no Resemblance what- 

 

ever to reality : and he who, as a strip- 
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ling, could gldw' with sentiment of cou« 
rage and benevolence, ^and >w>eep over 
the woes of suffering. wortb,,^*found, on 
steppmg into the trorld^ demands indeed 
enough upon hi^ valour^ his hjumanity, 
and hts generosity ,/biit £6iind not the ap^ 
peal made asiiis books taught him to ex- 
pect: it would, be-rtsNc^ divine ?fisA spot* 
less fair-one,! Jies^t; by ravish^rs/ or bn<r 
ried. in the.'dtrngeonlS^of a castle; no 
princesses disguised i4 peasants^ garbs ; 
no pale incognitas. iq.^picturj^Ue cot- 
lages* or woodbine l)K>y\rers j; niCLromantic 
adven|;^re^. tor be: .*a(jhi^ve4 oa, Alpine 
heights, or ;iu..TusQftnr,YaUeysl. Is it 
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then wonderful, that^ with a mind nth 
prepared by good education, and adul* 
te rated by one of an opposite kind, he 
shoold have continued insensible to the 
^. round unvarnished tale'' of real mi* 
tery, and deaf to its cries f Or that^ un« 
acquainted with the pleasures ' which 
learning procures for its possessbrj Atr 
chief gratification should have arisen 
from pui^uits, m Which the most illite^ 
»ate. Vulgar, and ferocious, are most 
likely to succeed ?• ** .: . j 

' To a female, "Whose earliest im'^^jres- 
sions have been received from novels, 
how surprisingly 'taM6 and in»ipid mii^t 
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real life appear; contrasted with her con-^ 
ception of it ! 

Is it not reasonable to expect that her 
lot will rather be destruction than feli- 
dty ; and that she has a nabch greater 
chance, of becoming the wanton mistressi^ 
of a profligate, than the slsemly wife of a 
respectable husband ? 

With a young woman thus preju-» 
dic^9 what likelihood of succeeding has 
an faonotirable suitor, whose qualities of 
person and uiiderstariding are, in her 
. eyes^ but a degree less than perfect ? 
Should a man not of the jSrst order qf 
Jlnfi forms, with fewer accromplishAientii 



108 

than the hero of a novel, and whose 
Christian name should unfl^rtunately be 
Timothy, or Nicholas, or Daniel, present 
himsedf to the sublimated nymph, he is 
scornfully dismissed in behalf of some 
well-dressed and flippant idiot, who» 
being an adept in the literature of the 
circulating library, can converse with 
the lady on equal terms, and is master 
of .all the requisites that can constitute 
him the destroyer of dprnestic peace, but 
of nane whereby female honour ox hap- 
piness can be secured. 

The advocate^ of light reading may 
Assert, that young .persons of ^ny re- 
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spectability run it over merely as a 
pastime ; and cannot be seriously affect* 
ed by books taken up, and again laid 
asidOj.witb indifference. But this plea is 
founded in mistake : the unnatural inci* 
dents, ipflated style, and false principles 
of the ordinary novel, are visufferable to 
one at all conversant with the charmg 
of intellectual refinement, or who has 
been once initiated in the knowledge 
that works of a rational description con- 
tain :. and an attachment to the former 
is so incompatible with a relish for th^^ 
latter, that a professed reader of novels 
seldom or never reads any. thing else. , 
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Having before admitted that, there 
z.te some works of the fictitious kind 
which may, comparatively, be termed 
unexceptionable; I shall proceed to 
mention the characters of a few, to 
which the moralist cannot make any po- 
jsitive opposition; and in th6 pages of 
which, the lover of wit, humour, and a 
correct style, may find much to admire. 
Yet even these cannot be very safely en- 
trusted to the young and inexperienced •; 
for still they are novels; and however 
rigidly the author may conform to the 
laws of propriety; and exert himself to 
convey only precepts of utility ; to ex- 
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hilarate^ without being indelicate; and 
to warn his reader against vice, without 
too plainly telling what it is ; his prin- 
cipal object is, nevertheless, to entertain^ 
and communicate to^ fiction the sem- 
blance of truth. 

Although, therefore, the mature, and 
those more < advanced in life, may read 
siich works with impunity^ and derive 
amusement from them, the young, with 
whom education has hardly commenced, 
and cannot as yet be p^ected, should be 
kept ia ignorance of their contents, and 
their irrevocable hours be dedicated to 
more salutary purposes. 
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Hie noveb of Richacdson form a 
Tery striking contrast with those alread^r 
noticed^ and may indeed be said to em« 
brace/an exceedingly fine system of 
ethics, conveyed in a style sufficiently 
clear, and in language onusuaUy copi-^ 
ous. To the histories of Clarissa, and 
Sir Chal'les Grandison, two objectionsp 
have been made, which appear to n>e of 
little or no force* It has been said, that 
the chief personages, in the«e works are 
of a rank too elevated to afford- wbole-^ 
some' ♦examples, to the general reader; 

r 

and,''that«all.iihe amiable .characters of 
the author in question^are loaded with 
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▼irtues and accomplishments which frail 
humanity can neither imitate nor ac* 
quire. But it is observable that^ how- 
ever exalted fronl their wealth and sta- 
tioh the leading figures in each of the 
above pieces may be, there is inter- 
spiersed a vast multitude of a subordinate 
cast;. and ihaf the c&oicest lessons are 
occasionally given to almost all degreei 
of men. in a state of civilized ^society. 

' And with respect to the second obi* 
jetftion, we are provided with a sufficient 
answer by thie writer himself^ who hag 
presented us wilbk A admirable aii^alysis 
of his design ; especially ih drawing hi 
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noble portraits of masculine and femi- 
nine Excellence, in Sir Charles Grandi* 
son and Miss Byron ; wha are evidently 
intended as representations of what man 
and woman ought to be, not of what 
they are ; and it is equally manifest, that 
tbey approach nearest to perfection who 
most resemble these highly finished 
models. 

Against Richardson, the shafts of 
sarcasm have been discharged in profu- 
sion ; he has been sneered at by wit- 
lings, and attacked by critics: but their 
assaults have proved ineffectual, and he 
still deservedly maintains the reputation 
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conferred on him by the discerning, the 
virtuous, and the learned of a former 
age. tlis pages are still read witK de- 
light by the man of taste, and the man 
of morals. No one ever yet laid down a 
volume of the writings of Richardson 
with any diminution of his piety, nor 
with any sentiment hostile to the inte- 
rests of virtue ; and if they have fallen 
in popularity, it is to be feared that 
something worse than the caprice of 
£a»shion, or the lapse of years^ is connect*' 
ed with the circumstance. 

It must, at the same tim^, be allowed 
that the manners of Richardson's persons 

* l'2 
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have become^ in sortie measure^ obscK 
l^e ; and that, in this respect^ a change 
has taken place similar to what has oc^: 
curred in the dress and J^ekaviour of th^ 
British i^ation. . • Jn. lieu of stiff stays, 
hjgh-l\e^led shoes, flowered silks, em- 
l(rojd.ered ^ coats, and ^pwinfg p^rukes^ 
Qiir. . belies ^nd fine gentleipep hs^va sfs- 
s^med, ^ more picturesque and airy- 
costume i'. dnd> io$tead:'of the 'restraint 
imposed .by ^eremoniab, have aidopteid 
a isysjbem iof a totally opposite kiod.* 
But, as to alter i^ not always to;xdend,I 
believe . it ' may be asserted that the 
change has not been to our advantage** 
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Neither, perhi^psy is it rery creditable ih 
Us^ that w^ should : ridictile as. formal 
what our fathers thought dignified^ and 
laugh at what caused th6m to weep. 

If, notwithstanding) Richardson must 
be given up as antiquated, and that an 
author is to be A)und not liable to the 
same objection; I think one may be 
named, who, in the compass of a novel 
contained in two small volumes, has 
'proved himself not only the friend and 
teacher of virtue, but a perfect master of 
all the. powers requisite to accomplish 
bis object: unequalled in humour, and 
irresistibly pathetic 5 writing in a nearly 
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faultliess style, and with such closeness of 
observation, that the characters in his 
work will be intelligible, and appear na« 
tural, as long as the English language is 
understood: and all this, without the 
slightest offence either to religion, vir- 
tue, or deoorum. I allude to Oliver 
. Goldsmith, and bis novel, " The View of 
Wakefield:' 

That it should be universally ad- 
mired, ought not to excite astonishment 
in any who are acquainted with this in- 
comparable work; though they might 
be pardoned for wondering (as I niust 
own I do) how a uation> capable of re^ 
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lishing some of the qovels mentioned in 

the preceding part of these observations, 

can 1 likewise .possess a true taste for 

the merits of such a perfornaance as this 

of Goldsmith. 

From the advertisement prefixed to 

the work by its author, we have a view 

of the plan he has so ably executed* 

But every admirer of his will rejoiqe to 

perceive that he was mistaken in sup« 

posing his book would obtain but little 

celebrity; a conjecture in which, if he 

was sincere, he does injustice to his own 

« 
talents, and to the discernment of man^ 

kind. . ' 
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There are few to whom the Vioar ^ 
Wakefield is unknown; and I ii&4gitl6 
that, amongst English readers^ ther^) 
does not exist an individaal dull enongk 
to refuse the tribute of unqualified 
•praise to tfaiii novel. 

" The hero of this piece,^' says the 
author,^*' unites in himself the three 
jgreat^t characters upon earth: he 4s a 
priest, a husbahdman, and a father of 4t 
family ; he is drawn, as ready to teacb> 
and ready to obey ; as simple in affla<^ 
ence, and majestic in adversity. In tikii^ 
ag^ of opulence and refinement,. whoAl 
can such a character hope to please? 



i 



SAch as are fond of high life, will turh 
with disdam from the simjH icily of Ws 
country fire^side; such as mistake ri- 
baldry^ for humour, will find no wit in 
hh harmless conversation ; and such as 
have been taught to deride religion, will 
laugh at one whose chief stores of com-> 
fort are drawn from futurity.^ 

The above passages are full of matter 
and meaning: with infinite modesty, 
and in - the happiest expressions, the 
writer has delineated his work^ and 
while he describes what novels should 
fie,' points the keenest satire at those 
which are composed upon other princt- 
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pies, and stamps a mark of opprobrium 
both on the authors of such and their 
admirers. 

Goldsmith's declaration in his adver- 
tisement inclines me to say, that if there 
is a novel which should not be prohibit* 
ed, and which should even be rec<mi- 
mended to all, as pure, pleasing, and in* 
structive, it is the Vicar of Wakefield. 
Every thing, indeed, which Goldsmith 
has written, deserves the same commen- 
dation as this charming tale* Accord- 
ing to the first couplet in Pope's fine 
prologue to Cato, the aim of Goldsmith 
bs(s constantly been^ 
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** To wake the soal, by tender strokes of art; 
To raise the genias, and to mend the heart/' 

An encomium in which it is to be la- 
mented so very few can share. with him. 
It would not be easy to find,' within 
the compass of light literature, any 
thtbg more {>erfect in its kind than the 
scene unfolded in the opening chapters 
of the Vicar of Wakefield : it abounds 
in strokes of humour and tenderness ; 
and fixes the attention by a most affect- 
ing picture of a happy home^ enjoyed by 
persons in the middle rank of life, citi- 
zens of a free country, and possessing^ 
competent means and innocent minds^ 
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The group of chardctersj their tJircuhfH 
stances, and local situation, are traljr 
Engiishf atkd could only belong to the 
enviable land within whose €^onfitaeft the 
ecene is laid. . > 

In' England albne, amongst the na- 
tions of the earth, could such an indivi- 
tlual as the vicar be supposed. Ida* 
latry, Mahometanism, and i^upefstitioa 
4iave indeed their priests j and the mi- 
nister of religion exists alike under th^ 
fervour of Indian, skies, and in the twi» 
iighfcorLapiahd ; in the cloisters of Ma- 
idrid, and the conventicles of Philadel* 
phia: but England only can exhibit tlie 
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the awe inspired by his good natural an- 
derstanding; is admirably tempered with 
a very endearing cast of simplicity ; and 
the solemnity of his deportment relieved, 
by a well - managed introduction of 
comic traits. 

If any thing can equal this portrait 
of the vicar, it is the delicacy with which 
his story is related ; and the art shown 
by the author in conducting the per- 
sonages of his fable through various vi- 
cissitudes, without the least appearance 
of exaggeration or force. The reader 
sheds tears at their sorrows, and exiills 
in their restoration to felicity: but the 



127. 

Repression of spirits, created by the 
perusal has in it nothing shocking, no- 
thing disgusting ; it is rather the ^^ luxury 
of gri^i *' and the most unsullied 
chastity may, without self-reproach^ 
smile at all the pleasantries of Gold* 
9mitb« 

This dexterity in the author of a 

. •'. • • • 

novel cannot be too highly praised ; 

 . • • • • ' . 

particularly if we consider the period 

_ ft 

when Goldmiith wrote, the opportuni- 
ties his own j^ard lot in life had afforded 

him of becoming' acqiiainted with every 

.. .■ . J ■•• . •  
phrase of vulgar humour, and how 

strongly (had he pleased to do so) he 
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might* hare pburtrayed maiiy of the m- 
cidents in his narrative. 

His powers of descr^tion and cdm- 
matid of language were nearly unlimit- 
ed, an4 many- of the events, in the Vicar 
of Wakefield are siich as woiild hare 
tempted a writer of meaner talents and 
less tme sensibility, to es:ceed ttiose 
boundaries whibh he scorned to overs- 



leap; confident that 'the object in Vie^ 
mighl be'otberwise attained^ and that 
0Qcoess!:wo«dd Be purchased at too great 
i| pffcd^Bjf an outvie agamst the morals 
efiffis Country* ' ' ^ " • - • 
u.\ Ofiavirovk to we^ knt)wn 'ind so vr^l 
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well executed, it is needless to qtfote 
what are usually esteemed the brilliant 
passages; and, in fact, to do this would 
be little else than to transcribe the eur 
tire. But, in genera], it may be affirm- 
ed of it, that it includes examples of 
every variety of excellence required in 
a performance of the Kind. 

Though I havie already extended 
this article farther than may be thought 
necessary, I must, before I quit the sub- 
ject, request greater indulgence from 
my reader^ and entreat his attention to 
a few remarks, which will probably tend 
still more than what has been said to 
elevate the character of Goldsmith* 
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To this I am induced from haying ob<^ 
served that^ on several occasions, and by 
different wiriters of the day, many a 
name, t^ot only less eminent in the re* 
pnblic of letters, but actually con- 
temptible, has been recorded with ho- 
nour, while that of Goldsmith is over- 

< 

looked : and also, because I have an op- 
portunity of correcting some mistakes 
which exist respecting the birth-place of 
this ingenious man, and of clearing up a 
contested question, as to the precise 
scene of his " Deserted Village.*^ 

For my information on these points, 
I am indebted to the politeness of the 
reverend Doctor Strean, a clergjrman 
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in the diocese of Elphin \ well known to 
many for his moral worth and extensive 
learning* From him, in reply to my 
inquiries^ I received a Ietter> of which, in 
its proper place, I shall give a copy ; 
conscious that it would be unjust to 
withhold It from the curiosity of my 
readers, aild impossible, by any altera^ 
tion, to improve it. 

It is much to be regretted that we 
have not a life of Dr. Goldsmith, and a 
review of his voluminous works, from 
the nervous and critical pen of his illus- 
trious friend Dr. Johason; or, at least, 
something more satisfactory than thje 

K 2 



132 

scanty memoir usually prefixed tohis 
poems. With this, nevertheless, and' the 
anecdotes of bitn scattered throughout 
Bosiftreirs Life of Johnson, and a page oir 
tw6 dedicated to fats memory hy Mr. 
Cumberland, in his account of bimseli^ 
it is probable the world must now be 
content. 

From ali these, bowever> it may be 
collected that Goldsmith, endowed as 
hfe assuredly was with transcendant abi- 
lities, struggling with the pains of indir 
gence and obscurity; a lover of ease, 
and possessed of appetites which im- 
pelled him strongly to the pursuit of 
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pteaaur€i>; yeltj: to his immortal hono^ur, 
iltood .firm in the cause of virtue ; . aqcl* 
'4i$daintcig to rescue himself. frQin .po- 
verty by the prostitution of his grea^ 
and versatilfi talenis, to the b^e services 
pjf impurity^ personal abu3e> or -party 
rancour^ .merited the' panegyric con- 
ferred on the excellent Thom^qn,, of 
never having published 

^' One litie vhich> dyiRg> he could .wish to blot." 

That he was $orely pressed by. poverty, 
may be gathered very distinctly from 
th€ lively description which Mr.Cmn- 
berland has given of the. bard's embar^ 
rassments at different periods i but par- 
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ticularly lit the time of his composing 
the Vicar of Wakefield* Dr. Johnson^ 
it appears^ related with great humour 
his efforts to save poor Goldsmith from 
a most ridiculbus dilemma, by procuring 
him the purchase-money for this novel, 
which he sold to Dodsley, as Mr. Cum- 
berland thinks, for the sum of ten 
pounds only. 

Goldsmith had run up a debt of 
some few pounds with his landlady for 
board and lodging, and was at his wit's 
end how to wipe off the score, and keep 
himself under the shelter of aroof^ with* 
out embracing a very staggering pro* 
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pos&l On Ifee' lady's p^iix no Ifess tfiati 
that of taking his creditor to wife ;^ and 
her importunity was grdat/ though her 
charms wdre far from alluring. In thiB 
terrific crisis of his fate, Johnsbn found' 
him in the act of meditating 6n the me«* 
lancholy ahernative before him; and 
casting his eye over the MS., saw sotne^* 
thing that gave him hope/and carried it 
off to Dodsley ; administering the money 
obtained by a guinea at a time to Gold- 
smith ; and so paid the debt, and disen- 
tangled the luckless author from the 
snares of the fair-one! 

To a favourable character of Gold^ 
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smith's style, and an encomidm on the 
gentleness bf.his iWanners and the good* 
ness of his heart». Mr. Cu.mbet*laod. very 
handsomely ^dds : '*^ if he had been rich, 
the world would have been poorer than 
it /is, i by; the loss of all the treasures 
of bis; genius and the. contributions of 
his pen." . 

•. Doctor. Stre an's interesting answer 
to my application is as follows : 

* My dear Sir, 

* Could I have sooner ascertained 



* the. place, of Goldsmith's birth, &c., 

* you should have h<^ard' from, me be- 
' fore this. And I must begin by ob- 
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^ «ervi0g thsX the foliowing'^ disticiii* 
' which I have seea somewhere^^ . ^ > • 

** Septem uries certurit de sHrpe imignirH&mm, 
Sn^/ma, Rhodo9$ Colophon, SaUtmis, Chios, 'Argosy 

Atkenct, 
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^ is applicable to the disputed : birth-' . 
^ place of our poet; with this differ ence,' 

* that tzoo places only, namely, Palius, ia* 
' the county of Longford, and Ardnagan 

* (in correct Celtic orthography, Aird-f 

* nagabha; in English, 4S>niM-J?i7/) in the 
< county of Roscommon, contepd for 
^ that honour; an4 notwithstanding I 

* have travelled many miles ^o inquire 
' of the bard's relations, as well as of 



* ibme of li>e old^ ifthabJtftrils of three 

* conntied, who Itnettr him and his fe- 

* mily, 4dhuc aub judke Us 'est. How- 

* over, the most authentic acconiit is in 

* favour of the latter, where his ances- 

* tor0 had lived; and from the tteigh- 

* bourfaood of which his father, the reve- 

* read Charles Goldsmith, removed to 
*' Pallas, while Olivev was a boy, arid' 
•where he lived m his father's house till 

* the age of ahont eighteen or nineteefi y 

* when his father and family removed to 
^ Z;^xiiy, hi the parish of Kilkenny- west, 

* in the coTinty of Weslmeath; arid there* 
^ built the house afterwards celebrated 



'by the. poet under the iiame of ^ir-" 
' bums situated in the dentm of Uie* 
^ platn^ which is unquestionably Ihe 
'scene of his Deserted Village i as the 
' history of those inhabitants who wef e 
' of his day^ aad the sitttatkm of the 

* country then and now, clearly prpve, 

' Here he lived with his father until 
y his death ; and, ^hen . the old clergy^ 
' man was succeeded by his son Henry 
\ in the cure and mansion, he continued 

* to live with his brother, to whom he 

* addresses his. ** Traveller," and who is 

* the curate •* passing rich with foriy 

* pounds m year s'^ which was not only 
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* his salary, but continued to hb Wie ' 

* same when I, a successor, was appoiht^ 

* ed to that parish. 

* The poem of the ** Deserted Vil- 

* lage/* took its origin from the circbm- 

* stance of general Robert Nappe):' (the 
^ grandfather of the gentleman Who now 

* lives in the house, within half a* liiire 

* of Lissoy, and built by the general) 
' having purchased an extensive tr^ct 

* of the country surrounding Lissoy, or 

* Aitburn; in consequence of which 

* many families, here called cottiers ^ 

* were removed, to make room fdr the 

* intended improvements of What was 
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now to becpmethe wide domaiu of a 
rich man, warm with the idea of 
changing the face of his new acquisU 

* 

tionj and were forced, " with fainting 
stepSy* to go in search of " torrid 
tracts'' and " distant climes.'* 

* This fact alone might be sufficient to 
establish the seat of the poem; but there 
tHQDOt remain a doubt in any uaprejur 
diced mind when the followins: are 

 • • • 1 

added; viz< that the character of the 
village- preacher, the above-named 
Henry, is copied from nature. He is 
described exactly as he lived ; and his 
*' modest mansion " as it existed- 
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* Buro, the name of the village-ndaster) 

••aiid the site of his school-house; a«id 

/' • * ~ 

* Catherine Giraghty^ a lonely Widow, 

 • • ' . . 

*« The wretched matron, forcM in age for bread 
To atrip the bnook with mftntling cresset spread ;^ 

* (an4 to this day the brook and ditches 

* near the spot where her cabin stood 

* abound with cresses) still remain in 

* the memory of the inhabitants, and 

* Catherine's children live in the neighs 

* bottrhood. The pool, the busy mill, 
** the house where " nut-brown dratigh/s 

* inspired,** are still visited as the poetic 

* scene; and the '^ hawthorn' busk,''* 

* growings iri an open space in front of 
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^ the house, which I knew to lilLve thre^ 
^.tranks, is now redikced to oue; tfad 

* other two having been cut, from- timd 

* to time, by persons carryiuig pieces of 
^ it. away to be made into toys, &c. in 

* honour of the bard, and of the cele- 

* brity of his poem. All these cotitri- 

* bute to the same proof; ahd the ** de- 

* cent church,*^ which I attend^ for up-f 
^ wards or eighteen years, and which 
^ " tops the neigbbauring kill^^^ is exactly 

* described as seen from Lissoy, the re- 

* sidence of the* preacher. 

^ I should have observed that EUza- 

* beth Delap, who was a parishioner of 
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^ mllie,v.and died at the age of ab^t 
' ninety, often toM me she was, the first 

* who pnt a book into Goldsmith's hand ; 
f by which she meant, that she tau^t 
^ h>in his letters : she was allied to htm; 

* and kqpt a iittle sch6oI. ..  
. * His edu<^ation, however, was at 
t.tbe diocesan school of Elphin, as.ap-* 

* pears by a Jetter 1 received by post; 
\ while.writipg the above» from a very re-* 
*^spectabje gentleman. I send yon an 

* .eHtrac.t, by which you will see my ori- 

* ginal conjectvreof the poet's birth-place 

* fully confirmed, and the author of his 

* epitaph in Westminster-abbey confuted- 
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' : • " Sroith-ftaii Dec. 24, 180?! 

•«• Dear Sir, t 

^' " The reverend Oliver Jones was 
^.curate of Itlphiii, and also had the 
^' diocesan school of that town : he lived 

• where I now live, a Kttle more than 
^ half a mile from the church'. He bad 
^ foar daughters, and n6 son. Mj^ 

• grandfather, George Hicks, was mar* 

• ried to one of tbese daughters; ^nd 

• consequently knew every circUtnslarice 
^ relating to that family ; and has often 

• told me that the reVerend Mr. Otjd- 

• smith, who was married to anothet df 

• Mr. Jones's daujgbtefs, had a ctnracy 
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' somewhere near Athlone/ and that 
' Mrs. Goldsmith spent much of hier 
^ time with her mother, Mrs. Jones, 
'. then a widow, and living at Smith- 
' Hill ; that Oliver Goldsmith was born 

* here^. in. his grandfather's house ; that 

* he was nursed and reared here, and 

* got the early pai:t qf-his education at 
' the school of Elphin. 

< <« My mother, the .only child of the 

* ^boYe George Hicks and Miss Jones, 
,' was contemporary with Oliver 'Gold- 
'smith, and. brought up in her grand- 
\ father's house. She also has often told 
^ ine the foregoing circumstances; and 
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* .bafi shown nae the very spot where the 
' bed stood in which Goldsmith was 

* born. From what I have always heard 

* and understood, I never had a doubt 

V on ipy mind that Goldsmith was born 

* here- 

* **I am, &c. &c. 

* " Robert Jones Lloyd,'* 

* Goldsmith had three brothers ;* 
*. Charles, who went to America in early* 
*.lifej Maurice, who. was a cabinet- 

V maker, and lived and. died in Dublin, 

* about six or seven years ago ; and the 

* above-named Henry. 

^ He had two sisters, Catherine and 

L2 
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* Jane> whmn I knew intttaatrij : they 
^ liveii and died in Athlone^ about ten 
' ye^ts since. 

' Of fai^ relations, there remain 
' Kknrj, his tiephew^^ who lives in 
' Rhode-Island in America, son of 

* his brother Henry; Catherine, his 

* niece, sister of Henry, who lives in 
' Dublin and teaches ' music ; and 

* OHter Goldsmith Hodson, bis grand- 

* iscpbew, who inherits and tives on an 

* CBtite of about 700/. a year, eight 

« 

' miles from this town« 

* Several of the family and name live 
' inmr Elphini who, as well as the poet. 
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* were and are remarkable foi^ tiieir 

* worth; but of no cleverness in the 

* common affairs of the world. From 
^ these, indeed, he differed in brightness 

* of genius in the latter part of his iJfej 

* yet he was considered by his contenl* 
^ poraries and school-fellows, with whom 
' I have often conversed on the subject,^ 

* as a stapld, heavy blockhead, little 

* better than a fool,Mvhom every, one 

* made fun of. But his corporal pow- 
^ ers differed widely from this apparent 

* state of his mind, for he was remarka- 

* bly active and athletic ; of which he- 

* gave proofs in all exercises among h4s 
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' playmateis, and eminently in ball- 
' playing, which he was very fond of, 

* and practised whenever he could. 

« He was intended for the church, 

* and went to the bishop of Elphin to 

* be examined for orders > but appear- 

* ing in a pair of scarlet breeches (a 
' piece of dress, you will allow, not ex- 

* actly suited to a clerical garb), he ^*a-s 

* rejected, turned* his studies to physic, 
' and went to the university of Edin- 

* burgh. * * * * 

* Believe me, my dear Sir, 
* Sincerely yours, 

' Glebe, Athlone. * ANNEStEY StREAN/ 

Dec. 31, 1807.* ' i 
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The place of Goldsmith's birth is. 
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are soine, however^ who will think 
otherwise of it, and allow that it is de- 
sirable to know even the most trivial cir- 
cumstance connected with the life of 
one whose writings are destined to de- 
light and improve mankind hereafter, 
and whose private history will probably 
form, an object of eager inquiry to gene 
rations yet unborrw 



Upon the subject of novels I have^ as 
Iconceive> said all tliat belongs to the 
liatureof this Essay, designedly tl^rown 
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oiF in a plains brief^ and popular man- 
ner, in order to afford it the better 
chance of being read and remembered 
by those for whose use it is intended. 

But as it might be thought that I 
had -very imperfectly performed my 
task should I, in treating of light read- 
ing, pass by the, poetical tlepartment 
without notice, I shall add something 
upon that head. And, in the jQrst in- 
stance, offer my opinion candidly on the 
general characteristics of the poems of 
Swift and Pope: I mean those parts of 
their poetical labours which are more 
particularly in every one's possessionj 
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and constantly submitted to the eye of 
youth, as models of perfect versifies* 
tion, and splendid proofs of human ca- 
pacity. 

It must be confessed* that many of 
their poems are such: but it should not 
be forgotten that the most ingenious 
compositions of these eminent wits are 
also the most pernicious and inex- 
cusable. 

These authors, in their poetical cha- 
racters, may be considered as parallels 
to Fielding and Smollet, and as entitled, 
for many of their effusions, to the like 

•i  \ 

condemnation. Let any person of ripe 
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yeuts and an unprejudiced mind reflect 
«^n the tendency of some of Pope's 
poems^ and say what it is which they 
must be supposed to teach those who 
for the first time peruse their content9. 

Is it credible that any one was ever 
made wiser or better by the corrupt 
and profane allusions contained in the 
** Epistle of Eloisa to Abelard ; " by the 
yile precepts inculcated in the *^ Elegy 
on an unfortunate young Lady ^^^ or by 
the false philosophy, the trite senti- 

'ments, and solemn nothings of the 

» 

JEisay on Man?'^ The far-famed 
ape of the Lock " is by no means 



/> 
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free from taint; and much might be 
said to prove that many of his shorter 
pieces are exceedingly reprehensible. 

Of some of the inspirations of Dean 
Swift's Muse it is not possible to speak 
in terms too severe; nor^ indeed, to 
speak at all, without danger of impro- 
priety : I shall, therefore, only observe 
tliat in one place or another of his 
poetical writings^ and those of Pope^ 
may be discovered instances the most 
flagitious of almost every indecorous 

and debasing thought that the heart of 

• • • • 
humanity can conceive. 

This assertion, I am sorry to think, 
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cannot be contradicted; but the infe'* 
fence it carries along with it is obTious, 
and needf no explanation : the poeticat 
Tolumes of Swift and Pope shoilld not be 
placed, as they perpetually are, in 
youthful and innocent hands ! 

Criminal as they are for having thu9 
written, these renowned names are re- 
sponsible for still greater offences; as 
they haye been the means of en€K>u- 
ragtng innumerable copyists; who, in- 
capable of melodious Verse or poignant 
wit, could yet, like them, be abusive, 
iilthy, and obscene; and have accord- 
ingly, for more thanhalf a century, in^ 
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fested society with what they imagine, 
or pretend 'to imagine^ imitations of 
Swift and Pope, but which are really; 
satires on the patriotic Dean and .the 
bard of Twickenham. 

It is neither in my power nor suita* 
ble to my purpose to warn others* 
against every poetaster or whining 
sonneteer of the present, or of a more 
remote period ; nor does it come within 
my plan to enlarge on the merits of 
many poets, of our own time,, who have 
honourably acquired fame by their com- 
positions. But I cdnnot refuse myself 
the pleasure of noticing some of them ; 
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deservedly esteemed the supporters of 
Virtue, and the ornaments of English li- 
terature. 

Amongst the most celebrated of these 
may be mentioned Goldsmith, Cowper, 
and the too much neglected Langhoi*ne, 
the author of ^* Oxjoen * of Carron i*^ a 
poem which perhaps bi^ds as fair for imr. 
mortality as any light production of an^^ 
cient or modern genius. This delight* 
ful work, and the Task of Cowper, and 
the Traveller and Deserted Village of 
Goldsmith, do not, I admit, rank more, 
properly under the denomination of 
LIGHT READING than hundreds which 
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are stationed in ^private libraries^^ and 
which, are read with avidity^ and quoted 
with applause. But they possess certaiii 
attractive qualities, not easily described, 
though powerfully felt. They overflow 
with charms for every laudable variety 
of taste, and for each degree of under- 
standing. To their matter, and the har-j 
monious numbers in which it is convey- 
ed, there exists something responsive in 
every bosom : no preparative erudition 
is required to make them intelligible, 
nor any comment wanting to indicate 
their beauties; and, to the reader of 
these na^es, if not verv fastidious, I 
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should: hope tbat.^n apology is unneces- 
sary for introducing a fevy of the 
distinguished passages in each of these 
poems: iirid first, of the Traveller and 
Deserted Village. 

. Of these, Mr, Cumberland, in his 
Memoirs of himself, has an observation 
which appears to me, and will, I bielieve, 
be thought by most other readers, ex- 
ceedingly unjust. He says of Gold- 
smith, that the paucity of his verses doe$ 
not allow us to rank him in that high 
poetical station to which his genius 
i;Dight have carried him; and adds, of 
the Desert^ Village] Tr^velier^ arid' 

M 
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it^ that ibey^ an^ .only speeikikeoS't 
" Birds' €ggs an strings and ^ggs qf 
small birds too.'^ 

Mr. Cumberland's objection to the 
claims of Goldsmith, froqn tbe circumr 
stance of his not having written more in 
l^erse than he did, i$ altogether so desti- 
tute of force, as to render a laboured ror 
futation superfluous. He must know^ 
as well as any one, that excellence in 
an author consists hot m writing muck 
but in writing well. When we read tho 
^e ^dressed by Horace to Aristiusi 
(22d ode, 1st book), the Pollio of Virgi^ 
ar the Lycidas of Milton, we are saiis» . 
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fied that the insnds, frboBi'i^htoh'lticfti 
Miestiinable prbdnctn^ns hBoMEBStei^ irein 
truljr poetical, and «f thtt irij^heiit d&ss* 
and sumly the dmmaitc reputati^m of 
the akniaSble atid i&i|;^nk>us auth^t of the 
West Indian would not hare saffered 
anj dimintttioak had he composed oo^ 
thing more for the stage than that ad^- 
tntred comedy. 

The meaning of 'Mr. Cumberland** 
iirds' eggSf &c.-is not very dktin<^> 
though the expression is very puerilei 
faetther the epicure, nor the amateur of 
delicate plumage or of the music of the 
£eldis and groves, would agree with 

m2 



164 



» -» y '« ^- 



M^r. Caoaberland in preferring the eggs 

of the crocodile^ the ostrich, or the 

«f 'f . , -. . . . • 

goose,,for their produce, tp those of the 

phefasant, the goldfinch, or the lark ! 

« 

If the Traveller and Deserted Village 
are examined, they will be found, in 
most respects, to bear the closest scru- 
tiny of criticism, to abound with pre- 
cepts of the soundest policy, the shrewdr 
est remarks on human character, de- 
scriptions of local scenery as rich and as 

> 

appropriate as any thing that ever camo 
from the pen of Shakspeare or the pencil 
of Claude; and, for plaintive melody of 
versification, and pathetic appeals to 
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the h^rt, they sit^ : pertmps ..twif jr 
valli 

The exordium of the " Traveller ^ or 
a Prospect of Society y' is very happily 
conceived; and the reference to home 
and. its delights^ is an affecting instance 
of the poet*s art in the commencement 
of a composition which depicts the wan- 
derings over a foreign land of one, 
whose "heart uiitravelled'* turns with 
fondness to the scenes of early life, and 
acknowledges so tenderly the ties of 
kindred. Though nothing can appear 

more easy or natural than this intro* 

«■ • 

duction of himself, yet thus completely 
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1V fftcMf^ ^^ r^Sfdner in 1m private feiti^ 
ings is a proof of consummate ski4|t 
r The ekittide ^biek Iw^ makes dhoiee 
oT to taka his purpo&«d tieir of society; 
ts.sdactdd vnti% gveat jadgmeat : 

• **• Bf'h now,' wtefe Alpfne sdlitudes ascend, 
I sit me dowo,. a pan^ivc) hour to $peD«l/' 

Bevie^h him be sees, while " abtwf th& 
siorm's career ^'^ lafce», forests, cities, 
plains, the kingfy palace, and the 
sii^herdV cottage; and remembering* 
tidat man, ' hovrerer destitute,- shoaI<l 
not cease to be benevoten^t^ he e:ralts 
in the visible prosperity o9 his feHow^ 
beings,, and exclaims, m the subltmest^ 
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sp4fit of philafiihropy dud poilical* 
fervotfr, 

*i Cr^fttimt'a heir, the vroM, the world is vift^/^ 

Some of the landscapes which foltov^. 
are executed with miihnitaUd ituih^ and 
with surprising variety of expressiofi; 
and his pictures of Italy and the United 
Pravinces are dif awn with gtiM afeiWtjr : 

« 

^' Far to the rights where Appeoirie ascends. 
Bright as the summer Italy extends; . 
The uplands sloping deck the mountain's side. 
Woods over woods, in gay, theatric pride ; 
' \^hile oft sonie tempk's moukf ring tops between/ 
With venerable grandeur mark the' scene*'' 

H^w few, but how masterly, tlie strok^*^ 
used to produce this accurate and Iniu- 
rious description ! •. 
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' Havipg sketched the " churlish soU 
of Switzerland, and the sprightly region 
of France, Avith their inhabitant^ be 
|>roeeeds— 

V . Ta latik of 'oth^r mllids my fancy flies, 

jpnibosQm'd,iu.the (]eep wher)e Holland lies: 

« « * « # 

Whferc thtf pe6t ocean^ rising o'er the pile, ' ' 

Seef air ainpbibious tvt^orld beneath Jiim smile ; 
The fllo^ caaal, the y^Ilo\v-bIo$som'd vale, 

. . . « . ..-.•., ..... 

The willow-tufted bank, the gliding sail, 
•-The* crowded ftiart/the cultivated plain; 
«'Apew creation rescu^ from hU reign;' 
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HtsiransitioQ to England, ^* the land of 
schdlurSi imii 'the mnbe of ^armt,** \i' uh-^ 
\vtS»iotiiUy Oiie of ihe^tixo^t b^jestlc 
flights pF ^etfy; TllcTpoHtiial obferva^ 
tions» which adorn his view of Britain^ 
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are eminently just and spirited ; tmd the 
ver3ification of. this concluding part <>f 
tlie poem, is full of energy and grac^, - 
Over this fine work there is sprea4 
an imposing air of philosophic dignity, 
which awes the reader; and^ ^rigagihg 
his understanding rather than his ^nsi- 
bilijty,.force5 him to reflection. 

The Deserted Village, written in the 

. , . • • < » 

same measure, and with ei^ery n^ark^of 
the same potent hand, has a distixict 
character;^ it applies more immedi^tery 
to the softer feelings c{f our nature, ^hai^ 
to our reaaoning faculties; ; apd e^vtpc^^^ 
tbe il^iliit/ of Goldsmltln^s genius. by 
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shbwfn'^ hittt eiquaHy fcftp^bW of i^!5tcitfh^ 
etti6ttoti9 of tertdei'n^^ aftd Cottip^tesidn: 
Herealmbst all the irttagei*y iii fkfnilidi* 
to otif eye^, and all the seiltitri^htS to 
our h^art^^ Wese^vA rather to fettierti- 
her what the poet rfeiSiirtbes, than to re- 
Cfdve tiifbhttatiotr from hisr lines ; w6 ^c-j 
k4iowledge without he^ifatioti the fidelity 
6^h?sdt^t!itt^ ; we ifts'tatttarieoitsfy grow 
itOqtiaintod with- eveiry interesting ob- 
j^6t; eadi " rural slight aM ^ound;'* 
ma hanrf^i its humWe children, atic! 

»0?tows; *We shfire their- irtiltfisrrihg^, iittf 
^fe^ tean* ot*et* th^ doWnft* of thtfif 
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b»fpf»iixei^ \t\6tiy afe the) pttft biSdittf^,- 
thk liiipAy pageant vimisft^sr; and fdr 
iMe matnsi^n^ oP^hstAntf, and t4ie Md»« 
\risidbf iodastvy had taagbt t^ MA\e, vtd 
beboldi only 4t ruia and a desert 

Wiietfaer or not tbifi^ aad cKliev. 
poems of Ooidfiffiitb, wcmld bear the* 
test of a critical inqaisitioti^ i» m- 
qi^esticHi that dde» not belong to tkf 
present purpose; which is to e^tbifr 
him in* a far higher capacity thmv that 
of a verKiftw : a$ A MoaAl^lNSTiulcTOIlif 

WHOBE TALENTJS WEAE UNIFOQmLY^ D»-^ 
BIECTEfiB TO 1^Ifl& GRfiAT AFW PRAI^t^ 
WORTHY tjm> Ot COMMUMCATII^ TO 
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HIS COUNTRYMEN A PAiRTIAX^lTV. FOR 
THE DICTATES OF VIRTUE. Aud this 

be. has done so effectually^ that, ia read* 
iilg bis lines, we are more apt to weigh 
the 4hx>ughts they contain, than the 
powers that produced thi^tn; and,, over- 
looking, the graces and sweetness by 
which his verse is distinguished, todwieiU 
M^ith intense admiration on >the. sub- 
stance. 

' In.support of this remark, I shall ex* 

 « • • • 

tract only a few passages from the De- 
serted Village ; the , construction of 
which, however beabtifiil, is scarcely 
ever adverted to by the multitudes who 
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are enraptured with the' images which 
they present to the mind. 
• Notiiing of its kind can be inore 
finished than the picture of the village- 
clfergyman: but the simile employed to 
illustrate the poet's account of his strict 
performance of the pastoral office, the 
a;ffection he feels for his people, and the 
persevering piety by which he wins 
them to paths of holiness and peace, 
if not matchless, has never* been ex- 
celled : 

' " And as a bird each fond endearment tries • ' 
To tempt its new-fledg'd offspring to the skies; - 
He try'd each art, reprovM each dull delay, 
Allur'd to brighter worlds^ and led the way/' 
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If tfats idea can be eqnaU^ by an* 
other, in any language, andent of* mo«- 
dern, it is by tbat with whidi the por«- 
trait ct)iicludes : 

'* Ta ttiem liif heart, his love, his griefs wert gi^'n ^ 
BQt 9]i bis serious tbpugbts had r^st io heav'i). 
As some tall cliff, that lifts its awfal fornix 
Swells from the yale, and mid- way leaves the storm, 
Tbo' round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
JEternal suoffbsne settles on its head.'' - 

His heart and his taste miist be alike 

i 

vitiated^ who unmoved could ,con^m«* 
plate the subject of the following lines^ 
or be insensible to tbe melody with 
which they flow: 

« Ah 1 turn thine eyes^ 
Whert the poor, }>o«i«e}es6> shit'ritfg female ties': 
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She one?, |>erh?p9, in yajag^-plejity, bleat,. 

Has wept at tales of innocence distrest ; 

Her modest looks the cottage might adorn, ' 

Sweet as the primrose peeps bflueath the thbrn* 

Now lost to all ; her friends, her virtue fled. 

Near her betrayer's door she lays her head ; 

And, pinchM with cold, and shrinking from tlie show V, 

With heavy heart deplores that luckless hour. 

When idly, first, ambitious of the town. 

She left her wheel, and robes of country-brown." 

The Deserted Village ends with an 
address to Poetry, not only afTecting 
for the solemnity of its personal allusion, 
and pleasing to the reader for the 

9mootb*'cufrent of its vei*sifi,cation; but 
remarkitljle 9^ displaying t]w virt^oMS 
eirtbwkiism ^f . Qr<>ldi;qiiUii a^(| a geqe* 
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reus decilaration of whkt was nh notion 
concerning a poet's duty, and the infiii- 
ence of his' art on mankind : 

'* And thou, sweet Poetry, thou loveliest^ maidy 
, Still first to fly where sensual joys inyade ; 
Unfit, in these degenerate times of shame. 
To catch ifke heart, or strike for hooett iome^:. ,«v 
Dear, charming nymph! neglected and decryM^ 
My shame in crowds, my solitary pride ; 
Thou source of all my Miss and all my W<^«,.* 
Thatfound'st me poor at first, andlceep'st sae so; 
* Thou guide, by which the nobler arts excet. 
Thou oUrse of every virtue, fare t&et welU 
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Cowper has puTStied a ditferent 

••• 

course fr6m that of Go)ds«i2tH, but has 
successfully atftained ihe'^same greal mi 
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deairable end } thai; cf peF$uadip|^ men 
to a love of virtae^ and deli^htiqg those 
whom he professes to instruct, < 

The excellencies of his Task, which 
is wfitten in blank verse^ ai*^ so Va- 
rious. as to leave the reader in doubt 
whether most to admire it as an Qvi- 
deii6e of the author's poetical . talents, 
his good^^ir- of heart,. his sublimity of 
concepti6n and expression, the integrity 
. of hi9 judginent, or the.felicitjr of hi^ 
wit.. , . 

Tt)^ morality and good sen^e of 

.Cqswper aris, tl^rQUghout all his writings^ 

*' •' ' < .•••••". 

: but particularly in the serious parts, of 

. N , 
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lbs TV*, ^ *cmsp}cuoii« $s thoSfe df 
Young, without beJtig 6vefsh*idofred.by 
the glooni (df ^iKltte^ Whidh gedi^rally 
chArtct^fisks ftief author of th6 Night 
Thoughtb : while Gdwper-* irtoW Hvefy 

ufiA faiuillar {^ais^g^^fe illddiMatedby 

rU's of ehe^rfluln^ aiid flaisrb^s of plea- 

i^tii4<y thAt W0uld ttlioit * smil6 from 

T^ the admirei^ of th^ Task, Mtat 
Dtion o)ttrMts ffoiA It wiH not ^rdv« iltt- 
acceptable ; and still less so to such fts 
lire ifltorMt t>f «t ^o«!tti Wbibh Is Justly 
i9KtMiM)«d «iio of the bottMs of Briikili IW 
temture', oti4 witti which it b M«ed 
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diflictilt to stippose any English rezatt 

 . •. . . . : .-• • w 

iiot acquainted. 

Cowper^d love of » Qou^try-lifa, nod 
«ill it^ enchantmeqtS) 10 caofltnutly dis- 
eeraibie ; nw 19 ha nntr happi^ th^ 
in the introduction of the va^fiL ordinar jr 
objects 6f a rural nature; irliich; iort 
j^very suitable occasion, he applies ti» 
his purpose with great dexterity. ThoSf 
«arly in^ the Task, whed deeryiiig the 
{Pursuit of frivolous and vicious plea- 
sures, he Irrii^gs igftmwA Mr ixnage mt- 
l^loyed by itttnest es^tj other poet, 
tvhich yet come$; from his pen en^beU 
fished w«di aeMr ^acciii 

N 2 
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Beneath the rosy cloud, while yet the beams 
Of day-spring ofershoot his 'humble riesiJ'* ** 

The preference ^iven by iton to rif- 

. * * * - • * 

rat scefied, be seems to think general ; 
he terms it, • 

** Aa in-born unirersal thirst/' 

.'  . . • • . 

And then, with great truth and force of 
humour, says — 

" The most unfamisb'd with the means of life. 
And they that nerer pass their brick-wall bounds 
To range the fields, and treat their lungs with air. 
Yet feel the burning instinct; over bead 
Suspend their cra&y boxes, planted thick. 
And waterM duly. There the pitcher stands, 
A fragnient ; and the spoutless tea-pot there ; 
Sad witnesses how close-pent man regrets 
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The, ^iitiy t .iViMltrwbiBit ai^ lie ^mtriTes. 



^ (  



Tfa^ per$pnification of wintjer, in ^the 
fourth hook, has probably neve;: been 
exceeded by writer or paititer; and 
M'hile it combines circumstaaces which 
no' pencil could describe, . contains 
enough to furnish the artist with ap au- 
gust subject^ and confirms the author a 

genuin'e poet : 

... % . , • •• . 

'* Q Winter,.raler.<rftV inverted yeao 
Thy scattered hair with sleet like ji^het filPd ; 
Thy breath co^geal'd upoD thy lips; thy .cheeks 
. ' Fring'd with k beard> made white with other snowi 
', . Thai^JthoMofage; thy forehead wrapt in clouds ; 
A leafless hfftnch thy sceptre^ and thy throne 



. Bat ni^ iy lUMtolAofty kftflH^fT)^ 

- That iSt e¥e«^i iS^\ 1« thl^ MfiM ^ilk, is 

fels6 v***/ finely fnhiftgfn^ : 

^ Return^ sweet Evening, and continae longf 
Metliinks t see tbee iti thd Stfeftkjr ti^ 
With illatroi^itep tfoW moving; wbSe the Night 
Treads en thy sweeping trarn: one hand employ 'd 
In letting fell the cartain of repose 

/ Qb t>?rd and Wa^ ; the otb^f ehai^'d Jbi* Huttk 
With sweet oblition of the cares •f day t 
Not sumptuously adorn'd, nor needing aid# 
Like homely4VaMV^i 9ii^^4ifidwtCimg gem*: 
A M'al' br fiM Jim liiJnkURnf ek tb)f kMr 

The fifib book . c^p^sos vitb a desonp- 
tioh' xif m Tif6Af tiiiMrttfhf , wfdeh is %x- 



tremeljr bcaotiAii, ami aieoonpfiiidd iby 
a thought fiill of that playfulness of 

fancy 904 ck^9^»^ J^iWMWf fyf wMch 
Cowper is retnarkabie : 

" TU monwpp* wmI tM wiOf with r9(Uy «V 

Ascending, (ires th' horizon : while thQ-cleiici>» 
That crowd away before the driving wind^ 
: M«re avdant as tl)« 4<sk ameigot BMrft» 
Hcsemble q^Qiit 9Q|n9 9i^y it) % bU^ifir 
Seen throngh tb« leafless wood. Hit alatttmg rajr 
Slides ineffectual down the snowy vide. 
And tinging all with his owa rosy hue. 

From ev'iry hert> 9fid eir^ry #pify >M«/ 
Stfeicbea a leng^th of shadow o'er the ^\L 
Mine, spindling into longitude inunense,. 
Ill spite of gravity and sage remark 
'iTlntroifsetfaii»iwiafle«tiiftg«h4Kie«. ^ 
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I view ibe onncolar firaportion'd Vmh 
TransfprmM to a leao ihank. The a hape iaM jkrir. 
At they design^ to aaock me, at mjr tide 
Take step for step; and, as I near approacti^ 
The cotta^;^ walk along the plasfcer'd vpl^* t>^ni? 
Prepost'roufl sight ! the legs without the ijiaB.'* 



■'.'• 1: 



The woodman and his faithful at- 

tendant have supplied the subject of a 

much-admired painting, and the dog is 

. well represented on the canvas. 
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'' Shaggy, and lean, and shrewd ; with pointed ear^ 
And tail cropp'd short; half lurcher and half cur." 

But here the painter's art must desist^ 

and is left far behind by that of the 
poet :— 

'< Now creeps he slow ; and now, with many a frisk, 
Wide*scanipVing, snatches up the drifted snow 



Wkh ivory teetfa^ or pfen^bs' it- whk l^ift ^mi^ 
. Then f flakes his powd^r'd coat> and barks for joy." 

Th^j9exquisitelytolds had it-been Ho« 
merVbf Virgil's, how. often would it have 



" o*«^f !Vir« < ' 



been quoted, and what applause would 

have been lavished on every epithet, or 

even oii every word of the passage ! 

MiEtny other parts of the fifth book are 

uncommonly happy; particularly the 

account of the palace of ice, built by 

the- empress of Russia. The genius of 

« '■ 

Gowpes revels amidst the frozen scenery, 

and shows that i> his rwas vexy justly enti- 
tled .>* thei winter.rlQving. muse." ; . « -^ 
vBut on other topics he is not less sue- 
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eesiifitl ; knd hin powevs are aittgmenled 
to a degree of magnificence propor* 
tioii«i to their oh^eth iot inttimce^ 
•peaking of Dehf , . iie »jn,. vntb graa« 
4etir befitting the awful tbeaie^^ 

^ The unanibiguotis fooWteps of tfie<Sod» 

Ab4 wheels bii-throae upon the rollidf worMs.*^ 



lis great pp9tf» love of froaibm 
also io^ires Iifis rerse wftk mora thaai 
woBtad energy > aad^ m Hie see(iii# 
hook of tha Tsask^ be piaad^i iir i^kAtst 
fiatbetic elof nenee, tke came of a ioiigw 
oppressed[ and degraded t aee ttf ' narn^ 
Idbdi nor 19 it {MMftUe fta tefNr^te^^tii^ 



m 

^gh <tf regrrt, whisfi Hfo recollect that 



present hcmr. ' Covi^r s^«, mybetta- 
tifully; « 
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Slaves cannot breathe in England; if their lungs 
Receive our air» thai moment they are free ; . 
They touch our country, and their shackles fall'* 



The celebrated Mr. Carran^ in the 
course of one of his splendid orations, 
thus expressed himself : • 

— — * I spevk in the -spirit of the 
f British law, which makes tiberty- com* 
^'inetisarate with, and inseparable fronf 
* British soil; which proclaims, to 'the 
*• stranger and* the sojourner, l^e mo- 
i ment' he- sets -his foot dti British 
^ ground, that the earth he treads ill 
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* iholytwad .C9tt»e0t^^ by th$ genius of 

* universal emancipation. No matter 

* iq what language his doom may have 
' beeiit |>potK>i}nc6d^; no* matter ia what 
' disastrous battkf his liberties' may have 

* been cloven down j no matter what 
*' complexion^ incomp^ible with free* 
' dom, an Indian or an Afric^m sutji 

* may have burnt upon him; no mattef 

* with wluM; ceremonies . he may havf , 
^ been devoted lipon . the • altar: 0f 

*. Slavery : . the ifistant thM he toughda 
' the sacred shore of Britain^ the altar 
^ and the god sink together in the 4usti 

* his soul wdlks abroad in her own ma« 



-r-f- 



* jdBtjT; bis bocljrsfeellsbdyxmdl&emea- 
^ sure* of his chftins, that burst fl^ni 
^ aroand hitn; and he standi redeemed*, 
^ regenerated, and disenthralled, by th^ 
^ iiTegistible genius of universal emancF* 
' palidn!' 

The' resources of this great orator*^ 
own mind are known to be nearly inex- 
haustible ; it is therefore not probitble 
that he borrowed any part of the abeK^d 
iVomllie poet: but it is pleasing to bV 
Serve a coincidence of idea in two men 

l)f superior inlelleotj wfaeh' awakened bjr^ 
tile oame aiainiating i5al>jeel. ' ' \ 

la speaking of tiiose who, by tbeino^ 
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i;;^! temjeticy of their poems, the accu- 
jtoUkktioti of ifiiteresliiig circutBdtance^, 
and the swjeettieas of U^eir versificatiooy 
Mve largely contributed to 4he. delight 
and impravement of their country, and 
increased the stores of light reading ia 
England^ without at>y intermixture <>f li- 
centiousness, it would be unjust to omit 
the names of Gray, ColIins> Beattie, and 
Langhorne. Of these, however, I shall 
here take particular notice of the last* 
named only i and of him, merely for the 
{^ui'pc^&e p£ endeavouring to revine the 
p«bl'ro alMBtioii to. hu poem o£ ** Oweb 

«fC«TOtt.*' 
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A3 the story is more than legendary^ 
though founds on ap incident not p9r 
tally unexceptionable, the poet cannot 
fairly be ^arraigned on that account. 
jHe has^ besides, related it with infinite 
4elicacy, enriched it with a great var 
.riety of miniature beauties, and render- 
^ed it,, for harmony of composition and 
for pathosi one of the most interesting 
pieces of poputar poetry extant 

The ptory of "Ow^jn of Garrpn",is 
Uke ih«t o£ the anciectt ballad known 
bythe tMe of GHl Mi^rrisy pfmUs4^ in 
the curioua o^lection of the learnt and 
veaertiale bishop of Dromor;e. ; II. also 
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resembles the plot of the tragedy of 
Douglas, which lias been a favourite 
with the public for above fifty yeiars, 
and the fable of which, not the least of 
its charms, has been considered by tlie 
best judges as the most complete ever 
chosen by a dramatic poet, and most 
calculated to produce one of the chief 
iends of tragedy, that of aflfiecting the 
mind through the mediiims'bt terror^nd 
pity. 

' * It may not be safe to affirm that any 
Usjsful lesson is dii^fectly tatign't by Lang- 
hofne'in this poem. Like ''Home, he 
has represented the lot of Virtue as tilti- 



left 

mately: imfortluiaAe;. and the tgoo^ »ft 
drawn astb^ principal riotims ja£ tnat 
and: fataiUy, .4iot frf. Qrw^ri FW ilif% 
cfippopliig itf fo s^d ia tf^ii^Qfrfexeiii^ 
a ittffi^ifAit;rieaitM»idimprframHtfae;^ 

dition* j; ^v.'Mrr^b 

^; >4}i|^^4csQriptiYe.paf4s» aad the €^ 
mf^hm9fi\m0vy. qS the i^ac^a^ ilM antlMif 
Jia9 9elii^; aa <fca s*iwrQSf, of bis ipwa ««- 
^tt8 ; audi tW]t^>; ^reat^ art ^has, > magHH 
^e4 tbe. »p^lA,aC:^i!^ >^ tfefi bftjlad into 
..a . J^aftg ftod . very faagiaa^ia^ ooinpo|i* 

..,, Iiii |the <^nstrap|ia9 qf liis ver»e lie 



) • /■ .' 



'^ 



imi preaerfed |^ a^ m^^^ti of tbe b^kiid 
isietrei4ii^ WM req^lstte to gfire It what 
nmy be ternMd a radtie air^ wilKout^e 

rtiggedness of- {Causes ^titf acc^i^tiisbiioh 
hy whvc^ihe old Eojglish balfed is often 

distingtiislie4.. 

The stoty dp6Y)s with ah ide^a of strict 
poetical authority, that ik€ primroses 
growing on Carroii's «i^e,'^here Owen 
lies interred^ are tinged with a purple 
hue in memory of his fall; and with an 
alltttkm to a ifirge suftg at the imfttfal 
return of spring, in honour of the j^puth, 
dy^e nymplis of Marlivale. Thie date 

o 2 
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of the events recorded is assigned to till? 
days of William the Lion^ king of 
Scotland, when the earl of Moray is 
stated to have been a powerfal chief- 

tain : ' 

 • . > 

" In fortune rich^ ill ofispring poor, 
' Aa only daughter crownM hi^ bed : '^ 

* *. • • 

fair Ellen, the heroine, being his only 

• * »  

child. This circumstance, and the lady's 
worth, are touched on in a stanza of con- 
siderable force : 

«' Oh ! lyrite not poor.; — the wealth that flows 
.... In waves of gold round India's throne. 
All in her shining breast that glows. 
To Ellen's charms were earth and stonfe.'* ' 



197 

ShpJs addressed by many, si^itors of 

high rank without effect, and is des- 

*^ J ' I'll 

tined^ according, to the prediction jof a 
•* txmy ward sister ^^ to yield her heart tp 
Nithisdale; whom she has not seen, but 
is doomed to behold in a vision, while 
sleeping near the banks of the river in a 
bower constructed with the rapidity of 
lightning by the ^'sprite of dreams," 
anfd beautifully decorated by magic 

hands. 

.-' 
This is all conceived and expressed 

with a poet*s fire^ and many of the 

stanzas flow with peculiar ease : these 

for instance ; 
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- ^ No forei^ Joyes ber brea^ jbieguile ; 

And England's bonest valour faU'd, 

^  ,  ' . ' • • - • fc 

Paid with a colcf but cottrtdoos stfoife. 

*' ' Ah ! woe to thee, young Nitbisdale^ 

' That o'et thy cheeks those roses strayed'; '** ^ 
Thy breath, the yioiet of the ysie, • > j ^;; •->▼ 
Thy voice« the music of the shade: 

*' 'Ah! woe to thee> that ^Itei^Vbve 
Alone to thy soft tale would yield ^ 
For soon those gentle arms shall prove 
The conflict of a ruder field I* 






^was thus a wayward sister spoke. 
And cast a rueful glance behind. 
As from her dim-wood glen she broke^ 
. And mounted on the moaning wind.** 

The lines descriptive of EJten*s te^ 



t 



tiring ta sli^inber* «Bd of |be «Qcrom- 
panyin'g i^ceiieryi li^t^e aTways appeared 
to me of almost unparalleled beauty, 
and as conveying to the fancy a 
painting vyortliy pf the best ItaHaa 
master: - 
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** *Twas wben, ou summer's soflest eve. 
Of cIquc^s that .wandered west away» 
Twili^t with gentle hand did weave 
Her fairy robe of night and day: 



« 



When all the moahtain^^aeles' vinst^ stfll, 
A»d the ware slept against the shore ; 

And the sun, sunk beneath the hitti 
Left his last smile on Leminormore." 



The airdsion to the power p^^ldFng 
over dreams, and its wonder- working in- 
fluence, is very striking; 
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" There le some kind and cdurtly gpritc 
That o'er the realm of Fancy reigns, ' 
Throws sunshine on the mask of night. 
And smiles at sinmher's powerless chains. 

'< 'Tis told, and I belietre the tale. 

At this soft hoar the sprite was there. 
And spread with fairer flow'rs the vale. 
And fill'd with sweeter sounds- the ^tiH* 

The miraculous bower is uddst fanci- 
fully embelli^^hed : 



tt 



it 



Yet it was wrought in simple show; 
'^or Indian mine nor orient shores- 
Had lent their glories here to glow, 

Or yielded here their shining stores. 

' t 

All round a poplar's trembling arms 
The wild-rose wound its damask flow'r; 

The woodbine lent its spicy charms. 
That loves to weave the lover's bowV. 
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^' The ash^ that: courts the moiiQtaiii-air, 
In all itjf painted bloOms arrayM; 
The wilding's blossom^ blushing fair> 
Combin'd to form the flowVy shade. 



«f 



With thyme^ that lores the brown hill's breast^ 
The cowslip's sweet reclining head '; * '^ 

The violetj of sky- woven Test, 
Was all the fairy ground bespread,^ 



'' s 



At a time and in a place thus auspi- 
cious to love, the vision .of Nithisdale^ 
with " hunter's spear and warrior's bow^'* 
is presented to the fancy of the sleeping 
Ellen; — when the poet interrupts his 

* »  

narrative by an appeal to the experi* 
ence of his reader; of whom he asks^ 
whether he, too, has not been led by the 



and flowery valleytsf ^ aod adds, J * ^ o « ^J 



« • • 



Hast thoa Dot some fair object seen^ 
' And, when the fleeting form was jfkUt^ ^^^ 
Still po Al^y« imff^'rf, h^nd it^ ini^a» . v, jjt oi ! 
And felt the food idea last ? " 

This is preparafory to the 9ti] 

Ellen, whose • bMlfl is^ thnB ptepiOBstmed 
in favour of him who » the fuler <)f kef 
destiny. She finds hifm sleepi0^>' t^ 
ftwattes white sb^ gazes ^hi htm, an^ 
mhAA^d hy the etoquence with which 
passion inspires her youthful lover, she 
is irretrievaWy caqf>tivat^d. The meet^ 



Barnard, wb)» 1)^ 0xe4i'bt& {aff€^tii>n8 
rather on the wealth tbaa tbe cbarras of 
Moray*0 hmrtffSi it )^S; to ttHe assiassiua- 
tion of the loter; wfi6, pierced' witff ar- 
rows, sleeps for ever beneath the pop- 
larMi^insrt ^ wlvfbj h^ : l^ne^ 40 (me- 
4?tiit«:.f>i> his^ nw^i^Wi who ha^ parte^ 
iwmkhm'y ,|^qferet»roiag!witihjayfulii». 
I^i^nce^i, an4j siseiag i6ft|>hisd^y M0- 
f*ses,bip» ^Je^p, appF,giaGhf» wit^ g^^ 
tH^ step, aod, 4iscoy€n;iug the truili* 
laints ujMwp th^e ;gr(>Qp4 Wi^e hioi— 5, . 

*' Her piifew swells not deep '^i^b' d6WA; *^'' 
. :: Fm ker no bgljw ttwir aweetn eactiale; : , ; 



Press'd by her lovely cheek as pale. 
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*' On that fair cheek, that flowing li'ait) . 
The broom its yellow leaf hath sh^d ; . . 
And the chill mountain's early air 

Blows wildly o'er that beauteous head." 

After long endurance of sufferingtP 
and sorrow, and having given birth to 
Owen in the solitude of a shepherd** 
hut, where her son is brought up, and 
his mother's jewels, ** aU tinmeet fw 
her^^ delivered with him to the peasant 
who is his protector, Ellen reaches her 
father's castle ; and finally, by his* com- 
mand, marries the lord of Lotl^iaa» jgno- 
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rant tbftt he was the murderer of 
Nithisdale. 

Owen grows up, arriving at that 
period when 

« Reason has lent her qui?Mng light. 
And shown the cheqaer'd field of maa;^ 

and jifhen h^ is described reflecting in 
l<mdines3.9n the mystery that involves 
)^my m^y wajjdering throiigh the woo(Js 
ff .Carrop,ii|?>^said to resembl^ Adam 
while, sijione i^i^;Paradise : . 

: > ff- As: t}ie first i^nmau. heir of earth 

With pensive eye himself survey'd. 
And all unconscious of his birth, 
''- Sate thoughtful oft in Eden's shade; 

'*^ In pensiyiB'thotightso Owen stray'd- 
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has reared him he hears/ in 
nometits, the biitoryof iu» biiiii^'hiJ^ 
ing anxiously inquired of her tile ft»^ 
of his mother^ pictuwi wiuch be ha^ 
long contemplated ti^tth ^ceessfr6 ^aoM- 
iion. irhettoiiihiral^yeioftti^pwtnm, 
he says, hare wouoded hi« hrait^ wd 
dra^n 4iow^ the udbidden tMr^ Itiis is 
the weMis gr4itiisimHS erroi^^ n triaift 
ibrmed on the miMakto notiM ^ t(Am 
k termed the Ibrce of bloed. But il^is 
one of those errors \vh)ch, in defiance ^f 
reason,, the wisest ar^ >a)inost unwiHing 
to jresigQj and by the u^e of which the 



jAii» , t»ath<^s of oDe of -hia finest scenesL 
Ait the first sight of Nerval the;brea3tof 
Lady R^niiolpb throbs vwith'^nimocouotar 
bit violdooe.; atidom discoyeringihtm 
tiTibe kfiflt3im^<4^ exclaims io hei^ tfixA- 
paiii«ia> V. ^N0i won^Vy AnnQf thai my, h- 

r Tiie Jinf Iqs»^ Ow^n baying obtaili- 
^ tj)^ ^wubed-fpr i0£QmatiaD,<NJs^ te 
nmy ^oajturally.b^/ supposed^; e^ccaed- 
:Wgly . ngitat^ hyr ,tke,\, 4'mA^wrfi. 

',THe refl£e*ioi;i the , . rpo^t . mitkts = io 
Jtlpis plaqe i^:-? wy. Jaal juid iitisry aifcci;- 



^ Th* iMftrt tbat, 8omw dbomM ti shefe; ' '' 

Ha< worn the frcqjQent. seal of woe>. . ^ •. 

Its sad impression learns to bear^ 

And finds fall oft its ruin slow: 
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'' Bat when the seal is first imprest. 

When the young heart its pain shall try. 
From the soft yielding, trembling breast 
Oil seems the startled soul to fly ! " 

On the death of his protectress; 
Owen hastens* to Lothian's vale, ' and 
sends a written message^ and with it 

" the well-informing bracelet^" to his pa- 
rent^ but these fall into the hands of 
the fierce earj, by whom the youth is 

r 

detected and slain as a rival; and the 
tragedy is completed by the deatih Of 
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the wretched isdy, to whom the shock 
proves instantaneously mortal. 

It is more than singular tliat so !]>• 
genious a composition as the above 
should have ever ceased to be popular ; 
nor does it redound much to the cre- 
dit of their taste who profess themselves 
admirers of Light Jteadhigy that they 
should be forward to applaud and en- 
courage the frantic and discordant rav- 
ings of the Della-Criisca school^ the 
effusions of Rosa Matildas> and' Anna 
Matildas^ &c. &c., while Owen of Car- 
ron is unread, and perhaps altogether, 
forgotten. 
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t ,^^ti}d the fpr^goin^ aligbt :e^cainiiiia« 
tjon , of ttjfis specimen of Doctor X«iti|^« 

.borne's poetry , persuade othenv who 
may not as yet have fieen:4hem, to 
teadtb^. volumes published hy hi^^f^o, 
I shall be found in my recomfYiendi^ 
tioiji to bare .consulted tlieir indulgence 
fit\ least r as < muck as the reputatbu . of 

^.theaiUbpr* . 



 < • > 
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^ And po^ t^o, conclude .th^ ^nqiliry : 

I am cpnsipious tli<^ tin^ tte .cxuics^o^f 

.i| I hav^-^Qt ^^vuncad a^/ tWi»"^^d^ 

I dp opt tbink, Ppr. apy, tW»iL^oC #^«(^. 






ill 

• t * ■' . 

Mordtfy sp^akthg, I shoald be ashamed : 
f<tfm ^iso thoroughly sutisfied that my 
n^dtive ibr this ' attempt, as far as the 
nuhj^ci h( notels w concerned, is cldsely 
tOnae^ted with public ^dvantag^^and, 
as 'stidh, praiseworthy; while, on the 
otli«r band, I fkel that to these fiuperfi- 
cisd hints a great deai might be added, 
and that what I have here endearoured 
to say might have been much better 
said by many others. Yet I cannot but 
wish-<-*-and my wishes almost amounf^to 
hopei^^hat parts of this humble iessay 
may be the meafas of awilkenmg some 
seribus reflections in the minds of those 

P 2 



Hbo by natiire or accident iare th# 
guarduiiis bf the young; tind -rtiit 
hereby they may be iadubed'to^^dc^ 
$ider the importance of their high and 
holy office; the inestimable value of 
their hours to rational beings in earty 
life; the good or evil consequences 
arising to society from the profxer em- 
ployment or the waste of that precious 
portion of existence ; and, finally, the 
truth of a maxim I have tried to en- 
force, that light reading f of a certain 
kind, is, like procrastination, too fre* 
quently, at least 

« The thief of time;*' 
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mnd> us ,. the expression ia usually und^i^- 
itOQd^, essentially injurious to the growth 
'Of pri?|ite ^nd public virtue* 
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thor. Three vols, octavo. Price 1 1: Ti.^hfktd^' '* < 

15. ]aOBEftT80]^^&TllST<^RY?0*'<i^ARLES 
THE FIFTH. ^ Thi^ vt)l«.*iK:t»ve/*'' >PHo^*rt;'Hr 



MO/^ ROMAN HISTORY. By N* Hooke, E^q. 
A new EditiiNi. Eleven vols, octavow Price 4^ IQ^*- 

llTi J^MWSXH PALACE, illustralea by a Se- 
ries of Plates representing its most interesting' Antj*- 
q^i^t9^» in Buildings, Portraits, and Stoned Glass. 
ImperiaLqu^rto^ Price ^. 2*. , .,- 

A few Copies arc printed on royal folio paper. 

is. DESIGNS, for Small Picturesque Cottage?^ 
Hunting-BbxeS| Park«Entrances, Bridges, &c. &c. 
By E; <GtFFOBjS,'Archtledt. Price 1/. Is. 

'J9, DESIGNS f^r Elegant Cottages iand' Small 
Vinas; to whifih are^ai^i^xed. ^ general Estimate of 
the probable JExpeiise. ^y E^. Gyf^ord^ . Arcliit^ct. 
Price 1/. lU. 6£ 

; ^Q, P01,y Blpjf^i imperial quJ^rto,'^ Elegantly 
poqnd in morocco. Price 7/^7^.. 

• DUtp, ro^al quarto, dittq« Pri^^^L 

Ktio', d€M[iy ^arto, in* calf. Price "g/. 

iJI.fe^fcuEtt; t)]^ PIECES pk THEAtRfi. 
lues par M. Le I^exier.' Eight vols, ociavo. Price 
2/. 16*.  '  

*^ 22. JOAN ^ By MATriDA- Fttuottic. Four 
Tolss IVioe !<§«. lewed, ' » > • . 

2J. LETTERS ON THE FEMALE MIND, its 

Powers and Parsoits; with partiooiar Reference to 

.th^ ilanj^rpus 0piniP9s contaiae4 i» tbe Writings of 

Pric#>8#. ^wed. . - 

-A, Wf 6|>B*TIES AtiD OUTLWBSf By E. M. 
Tjfoitokr ^lac»p 9aa?o» Price ip«. 



IkOOKf FnUSRKO IT J. CARPEXTSR. 

S5. GEORGE THE THIRD. la Threes vols. 
Price 1 5f. M. in boards. 

26. TOUR OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT^j Witb 
Views, By J. Hasskl. Two ruh. ociaYo. Prico 
U. \U.6d. 

Large Paper Copies. Price 3/. Ss. 

in. THE BRITISH ^ETS: vn vols. Price 

12/. ]2jr. sewed. ,„ 

28. SWIFT'S WORKS. A new Edition, Nine- 
teen vols. octaVo. Price 7/. l'2f. bostrds. , 

Ditto, printed on royalpaper. l^ri^e 11/. 8i. 

Ditto, in 24 rols. royal 18mo. Price 4/. 4f. 

29. JOHNSON'S WORKS: Twelve vols, octavo. 

Price 4/. 4*. 

.# 

Ditto. Twelre vols- roy^l ISnao* Price 2l 8*. 

30. THE PLANTS, a Poem. By WauAM 
TiGHE, Esq. M. P. 

31. THE CUTTEK, in Five Uctures upon the 
Art and Prtict ice of Cutting. 

Lecture 1. Introdaction and Definitfon. 

2. Art of cutting Acquaintances. 

3. Art of cutting Friends. 

4. Art of cutting Relations: 

5. First Lines for the Ladies. 
Illustrated with Plates. By J. A. Atkinson^ Esq. 

32. THE CURATE, a Poem. 

Th« world if nel thy friend, nor tb« irprUI*8 l^w.^'-^^SAiitfii 
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NEWT^SIC. ^V jaOMAS MQOMJP, ESii. 

1. A CANADIAN; BOAT SONG, arranged for 
ihreeWoiek^J'P Attest:' • 

* 2. Off, lAm FAlfe ! Price 3s. 

3. SEQUEL TO/f OH lJU)YFAJft I'/ Price 5«. 

. 4-. COME TElI »1E. says R05A. ftipc U.6rf. 

5. FLY FROM THE WORLD, O SESSV, TO 
ME. Price }^.6d. . 

6. mWXtTTk^ WARRIOR WAYJE HIS 
SWORD. (A Glee.) Price 2s. 6d. 

'7. FARfiWELU Messy, price u. 6d. 

8. SiGH NOT THUS. OH. SIMPLE BOY, 
(AOIee:) Pi4ce25. " ^ ' - * [' 

9. S\YEET SgpUCER. Price !«, 6d. 

^10'. CAN I AGAIN THAT FORM CARESS? 
Price li.6rf? " - ; 

,11. GOOD NIGHTJ Price 5«, r> 

12. WHEN TIME WHO STEALS. Price U. 6i. 

13. THE WREATH YOU WOVE. Price l*;6d 

14. FRlEWftOPMY SOUL. Price is. 6i. 

15. DID NOT. Pric?i U. Od. . . 



I a. COME TO THESE SQENES OF PEACE. 
(A Glee.) The ^usic an^ W6rds by the Rey. W. L. 
BowLts. Price 5^. 



£Uertoa and Byworth, Printers, Johnson'g Court. 
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